ERCIAN TESTAMENT

A Final Word on Proligion

7.    A FINAL WORD ON PROLIGION
What you have read up to this point is the substance XE "substance"  of my philosophy XE "philosophy" . If I could make any claims to knowledge XE "knowledge" , the best would come out of those pages. I do not know of a better way to bring religious XE "religious"  peace XE "Peace"  and prosperity to the world XE "World"  than through proligion XE "proligion" .

One would be tempted to think that proligion XE "proligion"  is superfluous. All religious XE "religious"  groups XE "groups"  and individuals could mind their own business XE "business"  and respect the beliefs XE "beliefs"  of others. This is a pipe dream.

First, while it is true XE "True"  that some follow that policy of nonintervention, there are always groups XE "groups"  and individuals who want to impose their beliefs XE "beliefs"  on the rest. Call them fanatics XE "fanatics" , call them fundamentalists, call them whatever you want to call them. Most religions have them. They pose a threat to the inalienable rights XE "Rights"  of people to life XE "Life" , liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

No state has the moral XE "Moral"  right XE "Right"  to dictate what its citizens XE "citizens"  should believe or how they should practice their religion XE "religion" , if any. Yet, this is exactly what takes place when fanatics XE "fanatics"  get control of a government XE "government" . Church and state become one. If you do not happen to be a follower of that religion, that is too bad XE "Bad" . Get ready to live your life XE "Life"  as a second-class citizen XE "citizen" , as some kind of undesirable or, worse yet, get ready to go to jail, to suffer physical punishment XE "physical punishment" 

 XE "punishment" , or to lose your life—depending on the seriousness of whatever narrow-mindedly-conceived-arbitrary charges the religiously biased state makes against you. Forget about democracy or about enjoying the full spectrum of human XE "human"  rights XE "human rights" 

 XE "Rights"  in such a place. For so-called “unbelievers XE "unbelievers" ,” it is hell XE "Hell" , pure and simple.

Blasphemy is big in these circles. That the accusers have no more claim to knowledge XE "knowledge"  of God XE "God"  than the accused (and often less) does not count. What counts is that the accusers are in control. They have the power to do whatever they wish.

Fighting fanatics XE "fanatics"  is not something I want to do unless they force me to do so. There are better things I can do with my life XE "Life" . A culture of peace XE "Peace"  and progress XE "progress"  is my kind of environment XE "environment" . Building, not destroying, appeals to me. Pleasure, not pain, appeals to me. Life, not death XE "death" , appeals to me. In short, a culture that makes martyrdom desirable is not my cup of tea.

Instead of fighting them, I rather appeal to the rational XE "rational"  faculties of people who have fallen under the shackles of fanaticism. I rather try to help them understand there are better ways to follow God XE "God" . I rather try to help them comprehend there are better ways to treat their fellow human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings" . Then, I can only hope they embrace the spirit XE "Spirit"  of proligion XE "proligion"  and ethical communication. Otherwise, they leave me no choice, because I will not willingly surrender my God-given freedoms and rights XE "Rights" , or those of my loved ones. Human dignity is at stake, nothing less. Proligion XE "Proligion"  is about becoming truly civilized XE "civilized" . It is what people of good XE "Good"  mind and will should want and support.

Proligion XE "Proligion"  is necessary for another reason XE "Reason" . There is strength in unity, and there would be great strength if people of good XE "Good"  minds XE "Minds"  and wills united under a proligious XE "proligious"  umbrella. What can we accomplish by remaining separate groups XE "groups"  and entities, isolated and insulated from one another?

Mind you, for unity to exist, the proligious XE "proligious"  group XE "group"  does not have to be organized. We do not need a Church or an institution XE "institution"  in charge of proligion XE "proligion" , and we do not need an appointed or elected person to head the proligious enterprise. That is what I think sometimes. Then I ask myself, who is going to promote this union? In what arena will the process XE "Process"  of Eth-Com take place? Unless proligion becomes organized, it will never happen. Thus, I disagree with myself and cannot decide which course of action is better for humankind XE "humankind" .
Something is certain. For unity to exist, we need the acceptance of the proligious XE "proligious"  message by a sufficient number of people in society, many of those within each of the current religious XE "religious"  groups XE "groups" . Each person can then use the democratic system to make his or her voice heard. The sum total of all those efforts should have a positive influence on our world XE "World" .
The spirit XE "Spirit"  of proligious XE "proligious"  unity goes a step further. Any person of good XE "Good"  mind and will should be welcomed in a proligious group XE "group" , including atheists XE "atheists"  and agnostics if they meet that criterion. Just because people do not believe in a conscious XE "conscious"  supreme XE "supreme"  being does not mean they lack moral XE "Moral"  values XE "Values"  or principles XE "principles" . Besides, there is always the possibility they may change XE "change"  their belief XE "belief"  system free from coercion. We need to learn to live with one another, and we need all the help we can get. To participate, just behave with civility.

If I ended this book XE "Book"  right XE "Right"  here, what I have already explained about proligion XE "proligion"  is all you need as a starting point. Talking with each other would be the next step. To do that, you do not need to know my religious XE "religious"  concepts XE "concepts"  or beliefs XE "beliefs" . You could become proligious XE "proligious"  and do Eth-Com as if I never existed. If you are looking for educational XE "educational"  material XE "material" , all the books XE "books"  past XE "Past"  and present are at your disposal.

So if you want to do that, put this book XE "Book"  away and start your journey XE "journey" . However, if you are curious about my travels in Mind-space XE "Mind-space" 

 XE "Space" , then read on. I must warn you that I could be wrong XE "Wrong"  about what I believe and what I think I know. My religion XE "religion"  is a combination of knowledge XE "knowledge" , justified belief XE "belief" , and pure faith. I first became as knowledgeable as I was capable, so that my beliefs XE "beliefs"  would have a good XE "Good"  foundation. Then, because I still could not feel the warmth of God XE "God"  with my reasoning, I took a leap of faith in order to embrace the Source XE "Source"  of my being. When I reach my final destination, I hope our God is there to meet me.

What follows is not an exhaustive account but a general exposition of some of my religious XE "religious"  beliefs XE "beliefs" . I have chosen an unconventional style to present this information: a conversation with my own self, a self-interview. I hope the question and answer format in these Eth-Com sessions helps keep you awake while you try to understand what I am saying. Some of the material XE "material"  is not easily digestible, but do not blame me. For example, if I could find an easier way of explaining my concept XE "concept"  of the nature XE "Nature"  of God XE "God" , I would, but I cannot because, if I am right XE "Right" , what exists is very complex, not simple at all.

Numbering the ethical communication sessions, and the questions and answers within each session should help those who want to analyze and discuss the material XE "material"  I am presenting. For example, “S1-Q4” would refer to “First Session-Question number Four,” “S5-A2” would mean “Fifth Session, Answer number Two” and “S8-Q1/A3” would indicate “Eighth Session from Question number One through Answer number Three”. Have fun.
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