ERCIAN TESTAMENT

Ground Zero

1.    GROUND ZERO

To build a new XE "New"  house XE "house"  for one’s family XE "family"  or a new temple XE "Temple"  to worship XE "worship"  God XE "God" , one starts from the ground up. It is no different here. To make the most of this book XE "Book" , the mind XE "the mind"  must be clean, free of preconceptions—especially if in the real world XE "World"  they turn out to be misconceptions. In addition, the reader should be prepared to handle complex arguments XE "arguments" . Reality XE "Reality"  is not simple to understand, unless one is satisfied with accepting fantastic notions that do not truly exist. Have the right XE "Right"  approach. Desultory reading of this material XE "material"  will leave you confused. You could be lost in a maze created by fallacious thinking. That can happen if the reader misses parts of an argument XE "argument" , or if he adds premises that do not belong. Have the right motivation. Realize that it is of paramount importance to decide whether the world vision XE "Vision"  I am advancing here is worthy or unworthy of collective support. It could mean the difference between survival XE "survival"  and extinction XE "extinction" . Remember 9/11. Therefore, in this first chapter I talk about different kinds of “ground zero XE "ground zero" ,” all of them important in the final scheme of things.

God XE "God"  is the foundation of all being. Before the beginning of our universe XE "universe" , God was. After the end of our universe, God will be. How else could the next universe come about? God is definitely one kind of ground zero XE "ground zero" , and obviously the most important of all ground zeros. Ever since I was a child XE "Child" , I was always mindful of our infinite XE "infinite"  source XE "Source" , but it was not until my late twenties that I experienced an overwhelming desire to know God deeply. It was more like hunger. No longer at peace XE "Peace"  with the beliefs XE "beliefs"  of my youth, I needed to submerge myself in the mysteries XE "mysteries"  of being. I had to find the truth XE "Truth" , the whole truth, nothing but the truth.

How does God XE "God"  exist? What is God’s nature XE "Nature" ? Does God have a plan XE "Plan" ? How do we figure in God’s plan? To be worthy of God’s presence XE "presence" , how must we behave on Earth XE "Earth" ? Questions such as these came to mind. I could not start my search with preconceived notions. Truth XE "Truth"  was of vital importance. I had to become completely honest XE "honest"  with myself, even if it shattered my idealized concept XE "concept"  of the supreme XE "supreme" . Following traditional beliefs XE "beliefs"  would not yield anything new XE "New" . If I wanted to reach GrOunD Zero, I first had to reach my own ground zero XE "ground zero" : the essence of my mind in that virginal state where innocence XE "innocence"  asks the most impertinent and unthinkable questions.

I had to become daring and fearless, but there were good XE "Good"  reasons for doing so. Trying to find the true XE "True"  God XE "God"  was a good reason XE "Reason" . It still is. Trying to change XE "change"  the world XE "World"  for the better was another good reason. It still is. The price to be paid was the disruption of my normal or peaceful existence XE "existence" ; but I was not at peace XE "Peace"  anyway. The world was not at peace either—it has never been—so I figured, do it for love XE "Love" . Love God and the world, more than you love yourself. If you are that kind of person, this book XE "Book"  is for you.

Another kind of ground zero XE "ground zero"  is also that time XE "Time" , place, or sequence of events XE "events"  in which or during which precious values XE "Values"  and ideals XE "ideals"  are at stake: life XE "Life"  instead of death XE "death" , freedom XE "freedom"  instead of servitude XE "servitude" , justice XE "Justice"  instead of injustice, salvation XE "salvation"  instead of damnation XE "damnation" .

When soldiers are in the midst of a battle, to them that is ground zero XE "ground zero" . Victory or defeat depends on what they do as a group XE "group" . They may perish or survive. They may or may not see the outcome; and so it is with humankind XE "humankind"  in general. What we do will determine whether the human XE "human"  race XE "human race"  will eventually rise to the highest heights or become extinct, another natural XE "Natural"  experiment that went wrong XE "Wrong" . To triumph XE "triumph" , we must evolve XE "evolve" . To triumph, we must adapt. To triumph, we must fight XE "Fight" . Yes, but what or whom is it that we should fight against?

That heaven XE "heaven"  and hell XE "Hell"  exist beyond our world XE "World" , I believe. That heaven and hell exist on Earth XE "Earth" , I know. You should know too. All one has to do is read the morning paper or watch the news on TV. Most common villains and criminals are easily identifiable by the media and the public in general. The confusing thing about some conflicts XE "conflicts"  however, is that both parties claim to have the moral XE "Moral"  right XE "Right"  on their side. What principles XE "principles"  do we then use to determine who is right and who is wrong XE "Wrong" ? Which religion XE "religion"  or philosophy XE "philosophy"  should we follow? What book XE "Book"  or books XE "books"  should we read to educate ourselves?

If we allow any other person to dictate what we should believe, then we have minds XE "Minds"  for no good XE "Good"  purpose XE "purpose" . As might as well be a robot XE "Robot"  or a computer XE "computer"  that can take on the program XE "program"  of anybody who owns us. Our minds are a gift XE "Gift"  of nature XE "Nature" , a gift from God XE "God" , and so is the freedom XE "freedom"  to use them to the best of our abilities. Would you want to dedicate your life XE "Life"  to a cause XE "cause" , only to find at the end that it was the wrong XE "Wrong"  cause? Would you want to stake the salvation XE "salvation"  of your soul XE "Soul"  on beliefs XE "beliefs"  that lack a firm foundation? If you would not, then this book XE "Book"  is for you.

In the eternal XE "eternal"  war XE "War"  between good XE "Good"  and evil XE "Evil" , we can choose sides. This book XE "Book"  is not for those who have chosen or want to commit their souls XE "Souls"  to evil. I am writing this book for those who want to change XE "change"  for the better, for those who want to be on the side of goodness XE "goodness" . The war within the self XE "the self"  is another kind of ground zero XE "ground zero" .

To succeed as a group XE "group"  we must each learn to fight XE "Fight"  the enemy XE "enemy"  within our own minds XE "Minds"  and souls XE "Souls" . I try to do it everyday. My best weapon XE "weapon"  is honesty XE "honesty" . I try not to lie to myself. Sometimes I stumble, but most of the time XE "Time"  I jump over the hurdle. Although content with my modest level of success, I know this personal war XE "War"  will never end. My goal XE "Goal"  is to maintain a healthy balance, not to become perfect XE "Perfect" .

We should not aspire to be perfect XE "Perfect"  for two reasons. First, in regards to human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings" , what is the definition of perfection XE "perfection" ? I do not believe we can find one that is adequate. If we cannot define what a perfect human being is, then we cannot know if we have become one. Second, if we accept the Christian XE "Christian"  view that to be perfect is to be free of sin XE "Sin" , as is said of Jesus XE "Jesus" , then we do not have a chance to make it. We are made of flesh. We have needs and desires. Therefore, we sin. It is inevitable. However, we are also made of spirit XE "Spirit" . Our good XE "Good"  conscience XE "good conscience"  can guide us in becoming better persons. That is true XE "True" ; but is also true that our conscience XE "conscience"  is only as good as we train it to be.

Speaking about training, when the search for moral XE "Moral"  principles XE "principles"  is absent from the mind XE "the mind" , a person cannot possibly nurture XE "Nurture"  a good XE "Good"  conscience XE "good conscience" . To be on the side of goodness XE "goodness" , that inner voice needs to become wise. Then one can listen to it as if the words were emanating from a sacred womb containing life XE "Life" ’s secrets. If you too recognize the need to develop an active soul XE "Soul" -searching conscience XE "conscience" , then this book XE "Book"  is for you.


The last of my ground zero XE "ground zero" s concerns the new XE "New"  and future XE "future"  generations: our children XE "children" , our grandchildren XE "grandchildren" , and all the children to come from them. They are a new start, a fresh start. A great monument we can build for them and, as they continue our work, from them. We need to found a new tradition XE "tradition" , one filled with love XE "Love"  and devoid of past XE "Past"  hatreds XE "hatreds" .

Let us do away with the past XE "Past"  or make it of secondary significance. The important thing is not what our ancestors did but what we are going to do. The important thing is not where we came from but where we are going. The important thing is not how our ideas XE "Ideas"  or beliefs XE "beliefs"  came into being but how we are going to find those that are required for change XE "change" .

Within infinite XE "infinite"  space XE "Space"  and eternal XE "eternal"  time XE "Time" , we share this world XE "World" , this here and now. We are a family XE "family" . If you are a good XE "Good"  person, how can I not love XE "Love"  you? I do not care if you are a Jew, a Christian XE "Christian" , a Muslim XE "Muslim" , a Hindu XE "Hindu" , a Buddhist XE "Buddhist" , or of any other religious XE "religious"  persuasion. I love you. I do not care if you are an agnostic XE "agnostic"  or an atheist XE "atheist" . I love you. The only way I cease to love you is when you choose to become my enemy XE "enemy"  for no good reason XE "Reason" . If your words or actions threaten the welfare of those whom I love, then you force me to stand in your way—and I hope that other good people XE "good people"  join me. The laws XE "Laws"  and enforcing bodies of an enlightened world must protect XE "Protect"  those who are civilized XE "civilized"  and rational XE "rational" , not the outlaws XE "outlaws"  and the fanatics XE "fanatics" .

Having reached the age of sixty, I have had a full life XE "Life" . God XE "God"  has blessed me with a good XE "Good"  family XE "family" . All I wish now is for my progeny to enjoy their full lives and blessings XE "blessings" . I also wish that for yours. Knowing the dangers that exist, I wish I could erect a barrier to protect XE "Protect"  them from any evil XE "Evil"  that may come their way. This book XE "Book"  is my way of doing what is humanly possible to build that wall, but I know my wishes will not come true XE "True"  without the contributions of the good people XE "good people"  of the world XE "World" . Only if enough of you take to heart and practice whatever truths XE "Truths"  you find in this book will that barrier rise. That is my belief XE "belief" . I do not profess to have the whole truth XE "Truth" , just to walk the road XE "the road"  that leads to the whole truth. If you are like me, if you want that same protection for your family, if you want to help erect that barrier, if you are willing to walk that road, then this book is for you.

Finally, receive my apologies XE "apologies"  in advance. I would be very surprised if some portions of this book XE "Book"  do not shock you or, at least, be contrary to the way you think. For the sake of all that is good XE "Good" , bear with me and read the book from front to cover. Then take your time XE "Time"  to evaluate the different arguments XE "arguments"  it contains. If you wish, discuss them with family XE "family"  and friends XE "friends" .

If you are a religious XE "religious"  person, you can always talk to members of the clergy or to those you trust in spiritual matters. Naturally, the negative side of talking to family XE "family" , friends XE "friends" , or traditional spiritual advisors is they may be so psychologically entrenched in their beliefs XE "beliefs"  they will not earnestly consider any views XE "Views"  that differ. Therefore, it is up to you to decide if those people you talk to are truth XE "Truth"  seekers or not. If not sure, pray XE "Pray"  to God XE "God" . If sure, still pray to God. Always, pray to God. I do. Finally, listen to your good XE "Good"  conscience XE "good conscience" 

 XE "conscience"  and do what you think is right XE "Right" . May God bless you and protect XE "Protect"  you on your journey XE "journey" .
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