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ERCIAN TESTAMENT


5.    IDEAS AND MESSIAHS

What is best, to follow leaders XE "Leaders"  or to follow ideas XE "Ideas" ?

Let us say a man asks you to help him rob a bank. At the same time XE "Time" , a woman asks you to help save a boy from drowning. In both cases, risk is involved. If you are a good XE "Good"  person and you have the courage XE "courage"  to risk your own life XE "Life" , which course of action do you choose? Obviously, you try to help save the drowning boy. You follow the woman. Morally speaking, she is the better or more moral XE "Moral"  leader XE "Leader"  because she had the better or more moral idea XE "Idea" .

Now another woman joins the two of you when she learns that a boy is drowning. The first woman says, “Let’s all three of us jump in the water to bring him out.” The second woman says, “No, if we do that, there is no certainty we will save him. First, we may all drown. Second, he may need CPR and professional help if we pull him out. This man and I will dive for the boy. You go find a phone and call rescue.” Both women have good XE "Good"  intentions, but who is the better leader XE "Leader" ? The second woman is wiser. The second woman is the better leader.

Ignorance always stands between our goals and us. Good intentions are not sufficient. As they say, “the way to hell XE "Hell"  is paved with good XE "Good"  intentions.” We need knowledge XE "knowledge" . We need to become wiser to make goodness XE "goodness"  functional. To produce results in the real world XE "World" , people of good will need good minds XE "Minds" .

Notice that we recognize who the best leaders XE "Leaders"  are by the quality of their thinking. It is not that we should place our faith on good XE "Good"  people XE "good people" , and then follow whatever ideas XE "Ideas"  they have. It is that we should place our faith on good idea XE "good idea" s XE "good ideas" , and then work with the people that bring them to our attention.

People can change XE "change" . Bad people can reform. It does not happen often enough, but it is possible. Likewise, good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  can go bad XE "Bad"  or somehow lose their good reputation. Watching the news we learn that someone we saw as a good role model did something wrong XE "Wrong" , something “out of character XE "character" ” according to our opinion. Should we be surprised? No. We are human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings"  and the flesh is weak. Should we not know that by now?

Ideas, on the other hand, retain their character XE "character" . Unless an idea XE "Idea"  is modified (becoming a different idea) or moved to a new XE "New"  arena (applied to a different set of circumstances), an idea is unchangeable. It is safe. The idea of freedom XE "freedom" , for example, is good XE "Good"  in all ages XE "Ages"  and all places. It was good in the past XE "Past" . It is good in the present. It will be good in the future XE "future" . It is good in the USA, and it is good in Cuba. For the Cuban people, it is a tragedy the government XE "government"  there does not see it that way.

Some people look for a messiah, for someone they can follow, someone to whom they can entrust their lives and souls XE "Souls" . This is wrong XE "Wrong" . We may behave like sheep every now and then, but we are not sheep. We do not bleat. We do not walk on all fours. Grass is not our staple diet. Therefore, we do not need a shepherd. What we need is knowledge XE "knowledge" .

If someone comes to us with good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea" s XE "good ideas" , fine. We should welcome that person and those ideas XE "Ideas" . That does not mean however, that we are indebted to accept every other proposition coming from that person’s mouth or writing instrument. It does not mean that we are to stop listening to other people. It does not mean that we should give up our birthright as equal sons XE "Sons"  or daughters XE "daughters"  of God XE "daughters of God" . In principle, that is what we are. From the beginning, except for the mentally handicapped, we all are equal in potential. What we do with our lives and the place we earn in God XE "God" ’s Kingdom XE "Kingdom"  is a different story.

The New Testament says Jesus XE "Jesus"  is the only begotten Son XE "Son"  of God XE "Son of God" , but I believe God XE "God"  begot us all the same way. From a proligious XE "proligious"  perspective, whether I am right XE "Right"  or wrong XE "Wrong"  is inconsequential. How is that possible, you may ask? It is possible because we should be more concerned with Jesus’ teachings than with his nature XE "Nature" .

Only begotten Son XE "Son"  of God XE "Son of God"  or not, whatever he taught that we cautiously find to be true XE "True"  and good XE "Good"  for our collective journey XE "journey"  towards God XE "God" , we should accept and practice; and whatever he taught that we can show lacks wisdom XE "Wisdom"  we should reject. In the end, we may agree to disagree and that is okay. Every one of us is entitled to his or her well-reasoned opinion.

To clarify the ideal relationship between leaders XE "Leaders"  and followers, let us say there is a problem and we are trying to find the solution XE "solution"  for it. The truth XE "Truth"  lies in darkness, and the only source XE "Source"  of light XE "Light"  rests with our minds XE "Minds" . All of a sudden, I have a good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea" 

 XE "Idea" . The bulb on top of my head becomes a beacon sending out a powerful beam of light and illuminating the truth. Do I become the truth? No. Do I become the light XE "the light"  of truth? No. All I am is the bearer XE "the bearer"  of the light of truth in this one instance. I found the solution to a specific problem, no more and no less. It does not entitle me to stand in front of you (or ask you to stand behind me) so that you can follow me from that point forward.

We should stand side by side like good XE "Good"  brothers XE "brothers"  and sisters XE "Sisters" . When one of us lights up the truth XE "Truth" , we should all be able to see it with our own eyes and understand it with our own minds XE "Minds" . The whole row takes a step forward. We make progress XE "progress"  together XE "together" . We try not to leave anyone behind, but we do not force or coerce anyone to come with us. If some people cannot understand, we try to explain. After that, we respect their wishes to go in a different direction if that is the case.

Our stance should be different concerning hardened criminals and other people of ill will. They are blind not because they cannot see but because they do not want to see. We should not mind their staying behind, except that we would have to watch our backs. We rather come face to face with them, so that we are not at a disadvantage when we fight XE "Fight"  them.

A word of caution is in order. When we think we have found the truth XE "Truth" , we should double-check and triple-check to make sure our thinking is sound. This is especially necessary when other people of good XE "Good"  will present valid counterarguments. Perhaps we did not see the truth but a lesser idea XE "Idea"  posing as the truth. Perhaps our light XE "Light"  beams were weak. Maybe it is time XE "Time"  to check our batteries. Let us do that periodically.

Ideas have their own mode of existence XE "existence" . They live in a different world XE "World"  accessible only to beings with minds XE "Minds" . We may use them, but they are never ours in the sense that they become our property.

It is true XE "True" , legally speaking, that an inventor can obtain a patent on a novel idea XE "Idea" , but the idea remains accessible to other minds XE "Minds" . That is why different research XE "research"  groups XE "groups"  have come up with the same inventions at practically the same time XE "Time"  in different parts of the world XE "World" . They were not cooperating with one another. Theirs were separate efforts. Similarly, authors can obtain copyrights to protect XE "Protect"  their commercial interests and receive intellectual credit. However, if they express innovative ideas XE "Ideas" , all they have done is to illuminate the truth XE "Truth"  with their own light XE "Light"  beams. Of course, they should receive intellectual credit for this, but the ideas themselves never become the property of the authors. Those same ideas remain active and accessible to the mind XE "the mind" s of others. All they have to do to capture them is focus their own light beams properly.

I call the world XE "World"  of ideas XE "Ideas"  Mind-space XE "Mind-space" . If we think of the material XE "material"  or physical world as the Alpha field XE "Alpha field" , then Mind-space XE "Space"  is the Beta field XE "Beta field" , the mental world, the field XE "Field"  of consciousness XE "consciousness" . Plato believed in the world of perfect XE "Perfect"  forms, and that everything in this world was an imperfect copy of those forms. Regarding ideas, I disagree with Plato in two ways.

First, the Beta field XE "Beta field" 

 XE "Field"  contains ideas XE "Ideas"  of all kinds: good XE "Good" , bad XE "Bad" , and neutral. The area that contains the truth XE "Truth"  I name Beta Plus. The ideas there accurately represent the material XE "material"  world XE "World"  of reality as well as everything else that is good in the mental world: good moral XE "Moral"  values XE "Values" , good habits, good relationships, good political systems, good economic systems and, in general, all the information we need to make good decisions and lead good lives. The area that contains what is false I name Beta Minus. The ideas there misrepresent the material world of reality as well as what is good for us as rational XE "rational"  beings. All the ideas or beliefs XE "beliefs"  that are false or evil XE "Evil"  exist in this area. Finally, the area that contains neutral information I name Beta Zero. The ideas there represent individual preferences. They reflect personal tastes. For example, I may be fond of chocolate ice cream and you may prefer vanilla. Neither choice is right XE "Right"  or wrong XE "Wrong" .
The subconscious part of the mind XE "the mind"  is always scanning Mind-space XE "Mind-space"  and flashing ideas XE "Ideas"  to our consciousness XE "consciousness" . That is the reason XE "Reason"  everybody including good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  have bad XE "Bad"  thoughts XE "thoughts"  every now and then. Still, we do not have to go along with them. The conscious XE "conscious"  part of the mind has executive control. Recognizing them as coming from the Beta Minus field XE "Field"  of Mind-space XE "Space" , good people have the power to ignore or dismiss those bad ideas.

I also disagree with Plato about the imperfection of ideas XE "Ideas"  in this material XE "material"  world XE "World"  of ours. When we try to duplicate a document, we make a copy of the original. We come out with a perfect XE "Perfect"  copy or an imperfect copy depending on our ability to position the paper correctly and the quality of our machine.

Likewise, when we copy an idea XE "Idea"  from the original idea existing in Mind-space XE "Mind-space" 

 XE "Space" , we may get a perfect XE "Perfect"  copy or an imperfect one. If all goes well, our copy is the same as the original, a perfect clone; but if our light XE "Light"  beam was weak, or if we only copied a portion of the Beta Plus original, or if part of our copy came from the Beta Minus field XE "Field" , then we have an imperfect copy.

To use a computer XE "computer"  metaphor, we access Mind-space XE "Mind-space" 

 XE "Space"  and download files. We make copies of those original files. Unless the disc or something else is corrupted, we get a perfect XE "Perfect"  copy of the original.

The relationship between ideas XE "Ideas"  and good XE "Good"  leaders XE "Leaders"  or messiahs XE "messiahs"  applies to all spheres of human XE "human"  endeavor. We are spiritual and material XE "material"  beings. We have spiritual and material needs. We must come up with solutions XE "solutions"  that satisfy both. Salvation for the human race XE "human race"  requires improvement in all our systems, from religion XE "religion"  to science to politics. Therefore, rather than looking for an all-encompassing Messiah XE "Messiah"  that can solve our problems, we should be encouraging people in general to become good thinkers and leaders regardless of their status or occupation.

The more light XE "Light"  beams looking for the truth XE "Truth"  in the Beta Plus area of Mind-space XE "Mind-space" 

 XE "Space" , the better for the race XE "the race"  as a whole. If one of us is successful, we should all gain from that knowledge XE "knowledge" . All we have to do is learn when to lead and learn when to follow.

Now that I think of it, there is a better way of visualizing how the row of seekers of the truth XE "Truth"  moves forward. The whole row does not take a step forward at the same time XE "Time" . First, a brother XE "brother"  or sister XE "Sister"  must take a step forward by bringing us new XE "New"  knowledge XE "knowledge" . He or she illuminates the idea XE "Idea"  giving us the pertinent details. Make believe his or her light XE "Light"  beam projects the idea on the sky. As we look up and grasp the explanation, our light beams become active. We can then march ahead and join him or her at this new level of understanding XE "understanding" .
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