ERCIAN TESTAMENT

ETH-COM----FIRST SESSION: An Average Joe

8.    ETH-COM----FIRST SESSION
“An Average Joe”

QUESTION 1:
What is the name of your religion XE "religion" ?


ANSWER 1:

I am Ercian XE "Ercian" .


Q 2:
Because you are also proligious XE "proligious" , what effect does proligion XE "proligion"  have on your religion XE "religion" ?


A 2:
It keeps me searching for knowledge XE "knowledge" . If new XE "New"  information or argument XE "argument" ation convinces me any part of my religious XE "religious"  philosophy XE "philosophy"  is wrong XE "Wrong" , I will change XE "change"  my mind. I will replace what is old XE "Old"  and false with what is new and true XE "True" . Updating my files, you could say.


Q 3:
Will XE "Will"  you try to convert others to your religion XE "religion" ?


A 3:
At one point in my journey XE "journey"  I thought I should, but now I think differently. The world XE "World"  needs proligion XE "proligion" . The world does not need another religion XE "religion"  to further divide the masses and create new XE "New"  conflicts XE "conflicts" . The world needs leaders XE "Leaders" , not sheep. I do not want people to follow me, but to follow the good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea" s XE "good ideas" 

 XE "Ideas"  whether they come from me or somebody else.

I am a unique individual, with unique fingerprints and a unique life XE "Life"  history. My religion XE "religion"  is unique, tailor made to my circumstances. Nobody can be an Ercian XE "Ercian"  as I am an Ercian, the same way nobody can be a Christian XE "Christian"  as Jesus XE "Jesus"  was a Christian. I do not mean that because I see myself as a great role model. I am not. I am just an average Joe. I mean it because I am different from everybody else. If anybody could understand my religion or me completely, it would have to be God XE "God" .


Q 4:
Have you written any other books XE "books" ?


A 4:
Yes, I have. My first manuscript was The Eternal Testament and Station Earth XE "Station Earth" 

 XE "Earth" , copyright 1985. My second one was The Book of Erc XE "Erc" , copyright 1992.


Q 5:
Did you publish them?


A 5:
I did, but only privately, testing the waters. I gave copies to friends XE "friends" , relatives, and some members of the media to see what people thought of the material XE "material" .


Q 6:
Why did you decide not to go public with them?


A 6:
I did not try to contact a publisher for various reasons:

First, there were parts of these books XE "books"  people could not understand. The material XE "material"  was complex and is complex now, but I could have done a better job as a writer, organizing and explaining the material.

Second, in my zeal to debunk false religious XE "religious"  beliefs XE "beliefs" , I was aggressive and perhaps too insensitive to the feelings of others in some of my arguments XE "arguments" . I apologize XE "apologize"  for not having done more to help others save face.

Third, in The Book of Erc XE "Erc" , I used foul language XE "language"  in some passages. Emotions played a part. Wanting to be true XE "True"  to life XE "Life" , sometimes I used so-called “four-letter” words because they are fitting in some situations. If I am going to fight XE "Fight"  a man on the streets because he did me wrong XE "Wrong" , I am not going to call him a “ruffian,” for example. Such words are too intellectual or refined for those kinds of settings. Instead, I am inclined to call him a mother XE "Mother" ------, a son XE "Son"  of a -----, an ass----, or whatever other street term comes to my overexcited brain at the time XE "Time" . I issue an apology XE "apology"  anyway, because I am not certain a proligious XE "proligious"  book XE "Book"  should contain that kind of language. I know why I put those words there. They do not offend me, but if they are bound to offend some of you, I have to listen.

In other occasions, I used bad XE "Bad"  language XE "language"  or told off-color jokes because I was trying to be funny. There is a little bit of a joker or comedian in me. In certain ways, show business XE "business"  is in my blood you could say. In my younger days, when I lived in New York, I took singing lessons with a few teachers. The first one had his studio on Broadway, but I do not remember his name. The best one though was Gian Carlo Menotti. He had a suite and lived right XE "Right"  in Carnegie Hall.

At the time XE "Time" , I was working at Bankers Trust Co., and Tony, an Italian friend of mine who knew about my singing vocation got me an audition with Gian Carlo. The master took me in. This was around 1968 or 1969. I remember the lessons cost me fifteen dollars for half an hour. The anteroom or reception area of his suite had the autographed photos of various famous artists: Julius La Rosa, Jerry Vale, Lucille Ball, and many others. My studies with him lasted for about six months. I quit when I started attending New York University, not having the time or the money to do both. It was a choice between what I liked to do and what I needed to do for the economic future XE "future"  of my family XE "family" . I do not regret my choice. It was the right XE "Right"  one.

Fourth, after I wrote the books XE "books" , I changed my mind on certain important issues. It was too late to make the changes. For example, in the Book of Erc XE "Erc"  I treated prostitution XE "prostitution"  lightly saying that those women who decide to go into prostitution should become refined and educated, and that they should become like priestesses. Then, they could take care of the spiritual as well as the material XE "material"  needs of men. Thinking about it in the light XE "the light" 

 XE "Light"  of day, I do not think daughters XE "daughters"  of God XE "daughters of God" 

 XE "God"  should become promiscuous or sell their bodies for money.

In summary, I did not go public with those manuscripts because the negatives took a lot away from the positives. I was not happy with what I had produced. I needed to do better. This third book XE "Book"  is the result of those efforts, and I am proud of it.


Q 7:
Are there any other reasons you resorted to vulgarity in The Book of Erc XE "Erc" ?


A 7:
Yes, at the time XE "Time" , I also thought it was a good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea" 

 XE "Idea"  to use a few bad XE "Bad"  words to dissuade people from seeing me as some kind of sacred prophet or messiah. Knowing people’s tendency to worship XE "worship"  false idols, I wanted to discourage that practice by showing myself as a man of the streets, a common person or regular human XE "human"  being XE "human being" . That is not to say the common person is lacking the divine potential within.

I believe that in principle, we are all Lords XE "Lords"  and Lordesses XE "Lordesses"  in the eyes of God XE "God" , equal Sons and Daughters of the Supreme XE "Supreme" . Our inheritance comes directly from God, not from a third party. I believe that at the time XE "Time"  of birth, no man or woman past XE "Past"  or present has greater or lesser status than the newborn. How a person uses that inheritance is a different matter XE "Matter" . We can become good XE "Good"  or bad XE "Bad" . We can earn our God given status by living as good human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings" , or we can squander it away by working for evil XE "Evil"  or somehow coming way short of our potential.

The only way we may not all be equal at the time XE "Time"  of birth is if reincarnation XE "reincarnation"  is true XE "True"  and we have many lives. Then, the equality principle would only apply the first time we are born. After that, we would have to ask God XE "God"  what our status is in His or Her hierarchy, if there is one.

Q 8:
Coming now to the substance XE "substance"  of your religion XE "religion" , what is your concept XE "concept"  of God XE "God" ?

A 8:
The same way the human XE "human"  mind is divided into an unconscious XE "unconscious"  or subconscious component and a conscious XE "conscious"  component, I believe there are two components to God XE "God" , one that is unconscious or subconscious and one that is conscious.

Q 9:
Let me understand this correctly. Do you believe God XE "God"  is a thinking being whose mind has two parts, or do you think God has two different and separate forms of existence XE "existence" , one conscious XE "conscious"  and one unconscious XE "unconscious" ?

A 9:
I believe the latter is the case. When people ask, “If God XE "God"  created us, who created God?” my answer is the unconscious XE "unconscious"  part of God created the conscious XE "conscious"  part of God.

Q 10:
Does believing part of God XE "God"  is unconscious XE "unconscious"  make you an atheist XE "atheist" ?

A 10:
No, that is not the case. First, those who decided to define God XE "God"  exclusively as a supreme XE "supreme"  being who is conscious XE "conscious"  put the cart before the horse. They did not dig deep enough. Naturally, anybody who disagreed with that definition became an atheist XE "atheist" . Yet, even atheists XE "atheists"  have to admit we did not create ourselves. We definitely came from a source XE "Source" , whether you call it nothingness XE "nothingness" , nature XE "Nature" , or what have you. Therefore, although atheists do not express themselves that way, they believe in God, they believe in an unconscious XE "unconscious"  God.

Second, the difference between an atheist XE "atheist"  and I, an Ercian XE "Ercian" , is that an atheist does not believe God XE "God" -Unconscious XE "God-Unconscious"  had the power or the means to create God-Conscious XE "God-Conscious" . I do. My hopes and my faith rest on that belief XE "belief" .

Q 11:
What do you call God XE "God" -Unconscious XE "God-Unconscious" ?

A 11:
I have given God XE "God" -Unconscious XE "God-Unconscious"  the name of Erc XE "Erc" . That is the source XE "Source"  of the word Ercian XE "Ercian" , the name of my religion XE "religion" . Erc is a generic name, a neutral name. No human XE "human"  blood has ever been spilled in the name of Erc whether in its defense or in opposition, and I hope no human blood ever will.

Q 12:
What do you call God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious" ?

A 12:
I have given God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious"  the name of Ellael XE "Ellael" . In Spanish, my native tongue, “ella” means “she” and “el” means “he,” so it would translate to English as Shehe.

Ellael XE "Ellael"  is gender inclusive. It expresses my desire to have a Mother XE "Mother"  and a Sister in heaven XE "heaven" . My Father XE "Father"  and Brother are already there. In other words, the Christian XE "Christian"  concept XE "concept"  of God XE "God"  as Father, Son XE "Son" , and Holy XE "Holy"  Spirit XE "Spirit"  leaves me yearning for the female side of the divine species.

To me it should be in heaven XE "heaven"  as it is on Earth XE "Earth" , Mother XE "Mother"  and Son XE "Son" , Father XE "Father"  and Daughter, and may the Spirit XE "Spirit"  be with us. We would not want a Motherless or Daughterless dysfunctional or incomplete Divine Royal Family XE "Family" , would we? I do not.
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