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ETH-COM----EIGHTEENTH SESSION: Heaven for Humans, Hell for the Namuh

25.    ETH-COM----EIGHTEENTH SESSION
“Heaven XE "Heaven"  for Humans, Hell XE "Hell"  for the Namuh XE "the Namuh" ”

QUESTION 1:
What is your opinion of the Christian XE "Christian"  maxim “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”?

ANSWER 1:

It is a good XE "Good"  and wise rule as a first philosophy XE "philosophy"  of conduct. We should follow it most of the time, but not all the time. XE "Time"  
Q 2:
Why is that?

A 2:
If you are driving on a one-way street, you do not have to worry about traffic coming from the opposite direction, but human XE "human"  relations is more like driving on a two-way street. “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” is a unidirectional kind of rule. It suggests how one should behave toward others without taking into account reciprocity.

What should we do when dealing with those that live by a different philosophy XE "philosophy" , one without concern for their fellow human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings" ? What should we do when dealing with criminals? Should we still be kind to them? I do not think so, especially when they have made a commitment to a life XE "Life"  of evil XE "Evil" .

Q 3:
What do you mean by making a commitment to a life XE "Life"  of evil XE "Evil" ?

A 3:
There are people who may do “bad XE "Bad"  things” in the spur of the moment, without premeditation. Their offenses are not in the monstrous category and they do not have a history of committing crimes. One can forgive XE "forgive"  those kinds of sinners when there is repentance and the willingness to pay their debts to society. There is a chance for rehabilitation. However, those who have a history of behaving inhumanely are committed to a life XE "Life"  of evil XE "Evil" . Having lost their humanity, they are now evil beings. Individually, I refer to them as namuh XE "Namuh" , the inverse of the word human XE "human" . Collectively, I refer to them by using the phrase “the Namuh XE "the Namuh" .”

Q 4:
Since they have a human XE "human"  body, why do you not consider them human?

A 4:
Because in my philosophy XE "philosophy"  it takes more than a human XE "human"  body to be a human being XE "human being" . A human soul XE "Soul"  is necessary, and the Namuh XE "the Namuh"  do not have one. When your life XE "Life"  consists of taking advantage of your brothers XE "brothers"  and sisters XE "Sisters"  by any means necessary including murder, then you have become a bona fide namuh XE "Namuh" . If you cannot behave humanely toward others, then you no longer are a human being.

When people suffer and die because of natural XE "Natural"  events XE "events"  or encounters XE "encounters"  with wild animals, it is unfortunate, but there is no evil XE "Evil"  involved. The laws XE "Laws"  of nature XE "Nature"  do not kill people intentionally, and wild animals only act by instinct, but the Namuh XE "the Namuh"  act with premeditation. They act with full knowledge XE "knowledge"  of the evil they inflict on their victims.

Q 5:
Are you a believer in applying justice XE "Justice"  along the lines of “an eye for an eye” when dealing with the Namuh XE "the Namuh" ?

A 5:
No, I believe they deserve something along the lines of “two eyes for an eye.”
Q 6:
Explain yourself. How can you justify that brand of justice XE "Justice"  when dealing with the Namuh XE "the Namuh" ?

A 6:
I will try to explain it with a story. Suppose we have average Joe citizen XE "citizen" , a good XE "Good"  man, minding his own business XE "business"  watching television in the comfort of his home. All of a sudden, through a door or window some namuh XE "Namuh"  breaks into the home, beats up on Joe taking out one of his eyes in the process XE "Process" , proceeds to steal Joe’s hard-earned valuables, and then leaves the premises unharmed. Now let us say the law XE "Law"  catches up with this namuh and, metaphorically speaking, the judge XE "Judge"  decides the namuh should lose one of his eyes. Should we consider that enough punishment XE "punishment" ?

If we were advocates of the “an eye for an eye” brand of justice XE "Justice" , I guess we would consider that just punishment XE "punishment" , until we realize that Joe never asked for this outcome. Joe never wanted anybody to lose an eye. He was home minding his own business XE "business"  until this namuh XE "Namuh"  broke his peace XE "Peace" , and it is precisely for that breaking of the peace that the namuh should lose his other eye. He was the planner and initiator of the tragic sequence of events XE "events" . He cost the government XE "government"  money and resources needed elsewhere for good XE "Good"  things such as health care, education XE "education" , and housing.

On top of all that, we should remember that a namuh XE "Namuh"  is committed to a life XE "Life"  of evil XE "Evil" . Is there not the possibility that such namuh could go back to Joe’s house XE "house"  to victimize him again? Of course, that possibility exists. Therefore, sentencing him to lose both eyes would make it much harder for him to cause XE "cause"  Joe or any other good XE "Good"  citizen XE "citizen"  further harm. He who gives a blind eye to the basics of moral XE "Moral"  human XE "human"  behavior as might as well be truly blind.

Q 7:
Are you in favor of the death XE "death"  penalty?
A 7:
Yes, I am in favor of the death XE "death"  penalty, though it is not a sufficient form of punishment XE "punishment"  in some cases. Just think of all the suffering good XE "Good"  families go through when the Namuh XE "the Namuh"  decide to do their things, for example, murdering some father XE "father"  who is working as a clerk at a convenience store to provide for his family XE "family" , raping and killing some poor woman who is at home by herself, or most heinous of all, kidnapping and harming somebody’s child XE "Child" . One would have to have cold reptilian blood and bad XE "Bad"  programs in the head to believe acts like those do not deserve the death penalty. Justice and right XE "Right"  emotion XE "emotion"  demand the death penalty in most of those cases. In my opinion, those religious XE "religious"  persons who think God XE "God"  disapproves of the death penalty are badly mistaken.

Q 8:
Many countries have abolished the death XE "death"  penalty. Is not that the mark of a civilized XE "civilized"  people?

A 8:
The mark of a good XE "Good"  civilization XE "civilization"  goes hand in hand with the safety and well-being of its good citizens XE "citizens" , not with the catering to criminals. In a true XE "True"  civilization, no good person should have to fear XE "Fear"  leaving doors open, walking the streets at night, sending their children XE "children"  to school XE "School"  or to play in the park, or doing any other normal thing a good person is entitled to do in God XE "God" ’s universes XE "universes" .

Even in America, the system does not apply the death XE "death"  penalty as often as is necessary. Our jails are like overflowing toilets, forcing officials to let criminals lose in our communities. Perhaps if we sent the Namuh XE "the Namuh"  to Hell XE "Hell" , those who undoubtedly and by truly moral XE "Moral"  rules deserve the death penalty, we could have more room available in our jails for the rest of the criminal population.
Q 9:
Who is to blame for the impotence of a justice XE "Justice"  system XE "justice system" ?

A 9:
As one without experience in the practice or enforcement of the law XE "Law" , I cannot give you a proper answer. My perception is that a couple of factors have contributed to the flaws in our present justice XE "Justice"  system XE "justice system" .

I am of the impression that legislators, judges XE "Judges" , and lawyers XE "lawyers"  have created a web of complexities in the system. Many of these changes allow criminals to go free or to receive lesser sentences.

Sorry, but I think the Miranda rights XE "Rights"  are unnecessary. Are we not looking for the Truth XE "Truth"  in our courts? Therefore, why do officers of the law XE "Law"  have to warn an individual that, “...anything you say may be held against you in a court of law”? I guess suspects must “...have a right XE "Right"  to an attorney,” so that all the facts are not placed on the table and juries do not hear the true XE "True"  or whole story.

What about when judges XE "Judges"  suppress certain kinds of evidence or testimony XE "testimony"  that is relevant in a case, just because the jury may form an opinion about the defendant’s character XE "character" ? I think the jury should know a defendant’s history. If we must err, then let us err on the side of law XE "Law" -abiding XE "Law-abiding"  citizens XE "citizens" . Maybe the word will spread among those contemplating lives of crime, “Hey, once you have a history of committing certain kinds of crimes, juries will convict you even when you are innocent XE "innocent" .”
I can just hear lawyers XE "lawyers"  who are reading this book XE "Book"  whining, “That is exactly what we are trying to prevent, the conviction of people who have a criminal history when they are actually innocent XE "innocent" .” To which I say, “Work the case and present enough evidence in your client’s favor so that the jury sets them free.” What we have to prevent is the guilty XE "guilty"  going free in cases where the jury is undecided and where the history of a defendant’s character XE "character"  can help them render the logical decision.

The message should be clear: “Do not become a criminal!” If you do not heed that message and eventually you have to pay for something you did not do, that is just too bad XE "Bad" .

With every little legal thing more complicated, the need for “good XE "Good" ” defense lawyers XE "lawyers"  increases exponentially as do their fees. They build reputations based on getting guilty XE "guilty"  people off through technicalities or other kinds of soft spots in the system—the same loopholes other members of their profession helped create. It is not only defense lawyers that profit from the sick and bloated justice XE "Justice"  system XE "justice system" , the prosecution needs more help preparing cases, conducting investigations, wheeling and dealing, plea bargaining, and doing whatever else the District Attorney’s office requires them to do.

It is all a big club, the lawyers XE "lawyers" ’ club. We the public may not get our man or a just sentence in those cases when we do get our man, but they the lawyers sure get their money, if not every time XE "Time"  then most of the time. God XE "God"  forbid we made the justice XE "Justice"  system XE "justice system"  simpler and truly just, because we would not need as many lawyers.

Q 10:
What else do you think leads to the creation of impotent justice XE "Justice"  system XE "justice system" s?
A 10:
Bad ideas XE "Ideas"  contribute greatly to the creation of impotent justice XE "Justice"  system XE "justice system" s. Liberal thinkers believe they are creating a better society with the appropriation of these actually bad XE "Bad"  ideas.

Q 11:
Where are some of these bad XE "Bad"  ideas XE "Ideas"  found?

A 11:
Some can be found in the kind of philosophies that (directly) command you to love XE "Love"  your enemy XE "enemy"  and (indirectly) condemn you to live at his or her mercy XE "Mercy" .

Q 12:
Why does rehabilitation fail for many criminals? Why is there so much recidivism, the tendency of criminals to go back and continue a life XE "Life"  of crime?

A 12:
Without being the advocate of extreme draconian measures, the reason XE "Reason"  so many criminals go back to a life XE "Life"  of crime is that their sentences do not include physical punishment XE "physical punishment" 

 XE "punishment" . In my opinion, the experience of pain and the fear XE "Fear"  of experiencing that pain again is what can reduce the numbers of those who choose crime as a profession.

Say what you will about the extreme forms of punishment XE "punishment"  in countries that apply Islamic XE "Islamic"  justice XE "Justice" . The crime rates there are low. That is a fact. I am not proposing here that we in the western world XE "World"  do exactly what they do, like cut some thief’s hand because he or she steals, but perhaps we can adapt some forms of legal physical punishment XE "physical punishment"  to motivate criminals to quit their ways. Just giving criminals “time XE "Time" ” in jail is not doing the job. They adjust to life XE "Life"  there, and go in and out as if jail were their second home. The only thing they have to fear XE "Fear"  in jail is some of the other inmates, unless they are or become well connected with one of the gangs there. They surely do not have to fear the warden or the correctional officers. The law XE "Law"  forces these to treat inmates in a humane fashion, even when they are no longer human XE "human" , when they have become namuh XE "Namuh" .

What good XE "Good"  is a “time XE "Time" ” sentence by itself? It is true XE "True"  that convicts lose their freedom XE "freedom" , but they also get free room and board and all they can learn from master criminals. It is almost like being interns in some school XE "School" .

What about those who get life XE "Life"  sentences without the possibility of parole, you ask? They will not come out of “school XE "School" ” to harm society, will they? I respond by saying it is a mockery of justice XE "Justice"  to give namuh XE "Namuh"  murderers “life” sentences. They sentenced somebody to die and, as punishment XE "punishment" , we sentence them to live? Where is the equity in that? In addition, we have to support them for the rest of their lives, spending money and resources that could instead benefit those good XE "Good"  citizens XE "citizens"  in our society who are in need.

Q 13:
If we adopt some forms of legal physical punishment XE "physical punishment" 

 XE "punishment"  in dealing with criminals, are we not going down to their level?

A 13:
No, we have to go down below their level, so that they fear XE "Fear"  us. We have to teach them we can surpass whatever methods they use on those good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  whom we love XE "Love"  and care for. We must not live in fear of the Namuh XE "the Namuh" . With every breath they take, the Namuh must dread our presence XE "presence" . 

In the scheme of things lasting, for example, with eternity XE "eternity"  as our ground, we do not want to be the ones suffering all the time XE "Time"  at the mercy XE "Mercy"  of whatever wicked deeds the Namuh XE "the Namuh"  carry out. There has to be a Stop, a guarantee that evil XE "Evil"  cannot triumph XE "triumph"  not only in some unforeseeable final battle, but also often enough to make our lives miserable. That is why they have to know we will go to any extremes to inflict more pain on them than they inflict on us.

Cruel and unusual punishment XE "punishment"  is wrong XE "Wrong"  when used indiscriminately, but it is right XE "Right"  and just when used on those who are unusually cruel, namely, the Namuh XE "the Namuh" .
We all respond to pain. Many comedians bring that point to focus when they use the routine of learning discipline as children XE "children" . They recount how Grandma or one of their parents spanked them or hit them in the rear end with a belt when they got unruly or disrespectful. Those were the days. Every time XE "Time"  a kid would get rebellious and obnoxious, he or she would be reminded how to behave like a young human XE "human"  being XE "human being" .

In the past XE "Past"  few decades, weak-minded theories have gravely influenced the way modern society rears children XE "children" , resulting in an erosion of parental and elderly authority. The behavior of young people in school XE "School" s XE "Schools"  is at an all-time XE "Time"  low. Whereas in the not too distant past most children learned to become civil through discipline, today there are disrespectful young punks galore in our society, a pool of misfits, the breeding ground for future XE "future"  namuh XE "Namuh" .

Q 14:
Are you condoning child XE "Child"  abuse?

A 14:
I am doing nothing of the sort. Do not be stupid. I am not talking about going overboard and beating children XE "children"  to the point of injury. I only mean using those good XE "Good"  open-hand whacks on one’s rear end that stung so much. They get the point across most of the time XE "Time" . If they do not, ground them or take away whatever they like best. Above all, be consistent, so that children know what to expect when they behave badly.

Q 15:
Do you think there is hope for a more just society?

A 15:
There is always hope, but the tide seems to be favoring those who fight XE "Fight"  for the so-called “rights XE "Rights" ” of criminals. In many states, the death XE "death"  penalty is history. You have those who protest the execution of murderers. Where were these people and their candles when the victims were about to die? Who was there to plead for those lives? It is more than ridiculous. It is absurd.

Our society has grown so impotent that we heed the demands of those who do not want criminals condemned to death XE "death"  to suffer in the electric chair. Why not give them an injection, something quick and painless, they ask?

Sorry, but it does not make any sense to me. Why should they not suffer? Their victims and the families of their victims surely went through hell XE "Hell"  ten times over. To make these monsters suffer before they die should not be an option. To make them pay for their heinous acts should be the duty of those who consider themselves fighters of evil XE "Evil" , and at the service of the good XE "Good"  God XE "God"  Almighty XE "Almighty" .
Q 16: Now you sound like a Spanish Inquisitor. Is that not so?

A 16: There is a big difference between sounding like a Spanish Inquisitor and being one. I do not advocate persecuting or punishing good XE "Good"  innocent XE "innocent"  people for what they believe. I advocate punishing guilty XE "guilty"  hardened criminals for what they have done.
Q 17:
If harsher punishment XE "punishment"  of criminals becomes legal, how can good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  gather the courage XE "courage"  to override a first philosophy XE "philosophy"  of love XE "Love"  and use force in punishing the Namuh XE "the Namuh" ?

A 17:
If they are truly good XE "Good"  people XE "good people" , they can only become advocates or enforcers of the second philosophy XE "philosophy"  by undergoing a proligious XE "proligious"  transformation when the situation calls for it. Like the mother XE "Mother"  bear defending her cubs, good people must develop the ability to become beasts to fight XE "Fight"  the Namuh XE "the Namuh" . This would be only a temporary transformation, like a trance into a state of being necessary to carry out justice XE "Justice" .

Q 18:
Is there not a danger that good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  become beasts permanently?
A 18:
Yes, without a doubt, there is always the danger of good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  going overboard and becoming namuh XE "Namuh"  themselves. They may use greater punishment XE "punishment"  that is called for, or begin persecuting innocent XE "innocent"  people. A proper sense of balance is always required: balance in society and balance in the individual.

In order to remain a human XE "human"  being XE "human being" , you have to hate XE "Hate"  giving out the necessary punishment XE "punishment" . To do what goes against your first nature XE "Nature" , you can only do if you see it as your religious XE "religious"  or proligious XE "proligious"  duty. The moment you begin liking the delivery of pain to any being, and that includes the evil XE "Evil"  Namuh, you are in danger of becoming a namuh XE "Namuh"  yourself. It is with sadness and a heavy heart that we should enforce justice XE "Justice" , not with smiles in our faces or joy in our souls XE "Souls" .

Q 19:
Is it better for the guilty XE "guilty"  to go free than to have an innocent XE "innocent"  person convicted of a crime ert XE "Ert"  did not commit?

A 19:
Neither situation is a desirable outcome. We must tighten up our procedures to do our best in making sure these things do not happen. We have to guard against incompetent evidence gathering, false or inaccurate witness testimonies, and the outright framing of individuals by bad XE "Bad"  law XE "Law"  enforcement officers due to some bias. When it comes to the death XE "death"  penalty, our laws XE "Laws"  should only allow the pronouncement of death sentences in those cases where we have incontrovertible evidence that the defendant is guilty XE "guilty" .

Q 20:
Do you really think physical punishment XE "physical punishment" 

 XE "punishment"  is the way to convince violent offenders to act differently?
A 20:
Well, I do not know that we can convince them what they are doing is wrong XE "Wrong" , but we can surely try. As I said, our goal XE "Goal"  should be for them to fear XE "Fear"  us more than we fear them. If they want to change XE "change" , we should welcome them into our ranks, but if they are recalcitrant, we should have no choice but to be uncompromisingly hard on them.
Let us say Bad Boy Ben thinks is a good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea"  to mug people to rob them or just for pure enjoyment. We in civilized XE "civilized"  society think differently, but we are always open to suggestions and new XE "New"  ideas XE "Ideas" . Therefore, we need to give what Bad Boy Ben considers a good idea XE "Idea"  our best try. Consequently, we bring him into a room with no windows and beat him repeatedly, each time XE "Time"  stopping and asking Benny, “Are you sure this is a good idea? Do you want to reconsider?”
If Benny is true XE "True"  to his convictions, he will probably die before admitting his idea XE "Idea"  of mugging people was bad XE "Bad" . In that case, we should take up a collection to give him a good XE "Good"  funeral. However, if Bad Boy Ben recognizes the error of his ways and promises to change XE "change" , then we may have a new XE "New"  convert in our hands, a new productive member of society. Whether or not the conversion XE "conversion"  is permanent, the future XE "future"  will tell.

Q 21:
Can you cite any precedent or natural XE "Natural"  law XE "Law"  that supports your second philosophy XE "philosophy" ? Why would it be normal for a good XE "Good"  person or society to adopt a motto such as, “Do unto others as they have done unto you”?
A 21:
I believe I can cite the multiplication of signs in algebra XE "algebra"  and perhaps the way electricity and other natural XE "Natural"  phenomena work. If the latter is wrong XE "Wrong" , forgive XE "forgive"  me. Science is not my specialty.

Let me explain what I mean by citing the multiplication of signs in algebra XE "algebra" . First, let us multiply a positive value by a positive value. The result is also a positive value (+ x + = +). In terms of human XE "human"  behavior and societal value, I translate that formula as follows: “When you do a good XE "Good"  deed to a good person, the result is positive, good for society.”
Second, let us multiply a positive value by a negative value. The result is a negative value (+ x - = -). In terms of human XE "human"  behavior and societal value, I translate that formula as follows: “When you do a good XE "Good"  deed to a bad XE "Bad"  person, the result is negative, bad for society.” This is why, as a rule, the Christian XE "Christian"  philosophy XE "philosophy"  of loving one’s enemy XE "enemy"  is mistaken, a perversion of natural XE "Natural"  law XE "Law" . That kind of rule may work some of the time XE "Time" , but it surely does not work most of the time.
Third, let us multiply a negative value by a positive value. The result is a negative value (- x + = -). In terms of human XE "human"  behavior and societal value, I translate that formula as follows: “When you do a bad XE "Bad"  deed to a good XE "Good"  person, the result is negative, bad for society.” As you should be able to guess, this is namuh XE "Namuh"  territory for the most part.
Finally, let us multiply a negative value by a negative value. The result is a positive value (- x - = +). In terms of human XE "human"  behavior and societal value, I translate that formula as follows: “When you do a bad XE "Bad"  deed to a bad person, the result is positive, good XE "Good"  for society.” This is exactly why I believe it is a good idea XE "good idea" 

 XE "Idea"  to take a hard stance with the Namuh XE "the Namuh" .

These rules should serve only as a general guide. There are many degrees of good XE "Good"  as well as bad XE "Bad"  deeds. It is also overly simplistic to divide people into just two classes: good persons and bad persons. Just consider that the potential for evil XE "Evil"  exists in each one of us. In reality, there are many shades of “good” and “bad” people. Therefore, in any situation, we should adjust our thoughts XE "thoughts"  and actions depending on the specific character XE "character"  and history of the individuals we are dealing with, and on the circumstances surrounding the events XE "events"  in question.

Q 22:
Is there a way of curtailing the numbers of hardened criminals other than using the death XE "death"  penalty?

A 22:
Yes, I believe that society should place the emphasis on habilitation rather than rehabilitation. The time XE "Time"  to discipline and educate people so that they do not become criminals is when they are young.

The responsibility XE "responsibility"  for rearing civilized XE "civilized"  human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings"  begins with the family XE "family" . Some people should not have children XE "children" . If you are a man who is not going to be around to be a full-fledged father XE "father" , then use a condom. If you are a promiscuous woman, either use contraceptives or change XE "change"  your ways. Do not bring children into the world XE "World"  if they are going to live in a dysfunctional environment XE "environment" , children who will miss the warmth and love XE "Love"  of a decent mother XE "Mother"  and father.

So far, I have established the obvious: that the family XE "family"  is primarily responsible for the discipline and education XE "education"  of children XE "children" , and that the sins XE "Sins"  of the fathers and mothers XE "mothers"  will have a serious adverse effect on their offspring. I now assign secondary responsibility XE "responsibility"  to society as a whole, but a greater degree to those public or private institutions that make up a community. In other words, while it is true XE "True"  that the federal and state government XE "government" s have an important role to play, we will win and lose the battles at the local level, in the communities where children grow up.

If the people who live in those neighborhoods together XE "together"  with the local government XE "government" , the school XE "School" s XE "Schools" , the religious XE "religious"  institutions, the social service agencies, the law XE "Law"  enforcement officers, etc. etc. cannot do the job before children XE "children"  become adults, then accept responsibility XE "responsibility"  for your collective incompetence, and accept the consequences.

If your community fails in the goal XE "Goal"  of bringing up productive citizens XE "citizens" , then do not expect the rest of society to make rehabilitative miracles. At that point, the second philosophy XE "philosophy"  is the only thing that can protect XE "Protect"  us from evil XE "Evil" .
Q 23:
Is there anything else you would like to add to this exposition of your second philosophy XE "philosophy" ?

A 23:
Yes, may the good XE "Good"  God XE "God"  enlighten our way, and may the People XE "the People"  of our Houses be with us.
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