ERCIAN TESTAMENT

ETH-COM----SEVENTEENTH SESSION: Ercian Values and Ideals

24.    ETH-COM----SEVENTEENTH SESSION
“Ercian XE "Ercian"  Values and Ideals”


QUESTION 1:
What values XE "Values"  or ideals XE "ideals"  do you consider important?


ANSWER 1:

A virtuous person can follow any number of good XE "Good"  principles XE "principles"  to help him or her lead a good life XE "Life" , but I consider twelve values XE "Values"  essential.


Q 2:
Are some more important than others?


A 2:
Some may be more important than the rest when specific situations call for the use of a particular value or combination of values XE "Values" . In general, however, they are all important, especially if one wants to lead a good XE "Good"  life XE "Life"  and contribute to the formation of a good society.


Q 3:
Could you please list them?


A 3:
I will list them in four groups XE "groups"  of three. The first group XE "group"  includes the values XE "Values"  or ideals XE "ideals"  of Knowledge, Reason, and Wisdom XE "Wisdom" .


We should desire Knowledge in the spirit XE "Spirit"  of truth XE "Truth" , and one could say knowledge XE "knowledge"  is the sensible accumulation of facts and information. A good XE "Good"  well-rounded education XE "education"  is a plus in the pursuit of knowledge.

Reason has to do with logical thinking, in other words with associating knowledge XE "knowledge"  properly. We should want facts and information to form part of arguments XE "arguments"  that are free from fallacies. Putting together XE "together"  true XE "True"  premises and reaching conclusions that follow from those premises is what sound arguments are all about.

Wisdom XE "Wisdom"  has to do with having or evolving a philosophy XE "philosophy"  that allows one to make good XE "Good"  decisions based on Knowledge, Reason, and experience. A wise person is an intelligent individual, a good judge XE "Judge"  of people and situations, someone who draws upon personal experience and historical lessons to try to follow the best courses of action. Since no one can be right XE "Right"  all the time XE "Time" , I guess we could say a wise person is one who knows what to do most of the time, especially when dealing with serious matters such as life XE "Life"  and death XE "death"  issues.

Q 4:
What principles XE "principles"  are included in the second group XE "group" ?

A 4:
The second group XE "group"  includes the values XE "Values"  or ideals XE "ideals"  of Freedom, Creativity, and Responsibility.


What can I say about Freedom that is not obvious to those with good XE "Good"  minds XE "Minds" ? Human rights XE "Rights"  begin with freedom XE "freedom" , the right XE "Right"  of a person to think and express ertself freely without fear XE "Fear"  of harm from those who think otherwise. They are not good: those religious XE "religious" , political, or social systems that try to censure or curtail the free exchange XE "exchange"  of ideas XE "Ideas"  among people. What are they afraid of, that people may find a better system, something much closer to the truth XE "Truth" ?

The way those authoritarian-totalitarian organisms survive is through repression, segregation, and the brainwashing of the masses. They take measures to make the opposition silent. Then, through fear XE "Fear"  of punishment XE "punishment" , they make sure that those loyal to the system do not have much contact with the repressed undesirables. Otherwise, the former may get to learn a thing or two. Finally, they bombard the masses with constant propaganda, slogans, and rituals. Repetition, repetition, and more repetition: if people hear the same things often enough, those with weak minds XE "Minds"  get to believe them. This process XE "Process"  of indoctrination never stops, and in those who become faithful to the system, it creates habits that are hard to break.

In my book XE "Book" , inhaling second-hand smoke is not as harmful as the pernicious invasion of second-hand ideas XE "Ideas"  on unprepared minds XE "Minds" . The former they say may lead to lung cancer XE "cancer" . The latter I know leads to cancer of the soul XE "Soul" .
Freedom fuels Creativity, at both the personal and societal scales. Who are the people most likely to come up with new XE "New"  ideas XE "Ideas"  and inventions, if not those who are free thinkers? Which societies are those in which technological advances, industry and commerce flourish the most, if not those where the system creates a nurturing environment XE "environment"  for the arts and sciences including incentives for exploration and experimentation?

Finally, to check both freedom XE "freedom"  and creativity XE "creativity"  we call upon the value or ideal of Responsibility. We have to be careful and not do stupid or harmful things in the name of freedom or creativity. You all know we should not yell “Fire!” in a crowded theatre. When it comes to creativity as applied to the manufacture or use of weapons XE "weapons" , we have to be very careful, especially with weapons of mass destruction. The knowledge XE "knowledge"  to make these is already with us. The questions now become “Which countries are responsible enough to have them in their possession?” “Are they open and free democratic societies whose leaders XE "Leaders"  must answer to the people who elect them, or are they closed political or theocratic dictatorships ruled by a few at the top?”

An area of scientific discovery calling for the responsible use of ideas XE "Ideas"  and resources is genetic engineering. I wholeheartedly support the advance of science to benefit humankind XE "humankind" , but if we are to act like gods XE "Gods" , let us make sure we act ethically and responsibly, that is, if we want to avoid monstrous consequences. I do not think only God XE "God"  has the right XE "Right"  to create life XE "Life"  or the good XE "Good"  life. I believe the good God delegates that responsibility XE "responsibility"  to us. Genesis was good work. After that, God places Ert XE "Ert"  trust in us to do our best in advancing life and, especially, the good life. Otherwise, God would not have given us the brains or resources to work with Mother XE "Mother"  Nature XE "Mother Nature" . Just make sure we have our science and our conscience XE "conscience"  right before taking any major evolutionary steps.

Q 5:
What principles XE "principles"  are included in the third group XE "group" ?

A 5:
The third group XE "group"  includes the values XE "Values"  or ideals XE "ideals"  of Emotion, Leadership and Courage.

If there is a two-edge sword in terms of values XE "Values"  or ideals XE "ideals" , Emotion is the one. Because our feelings are largely a product of our sense of justice XE "Justice"  and our sense of right XE "Right"  and wrong XE "Wrong" , Emotion can only be a good XE "Good"  value when the programs in our minds XE "Minds"  are intellectually and morally sound.

If a husband murders his wife because she has been unfaithful, we consider it a crime of passion or, for our purposes, a crime of emotion XE "emotion" . When we ask the question, “Does every husband whose wife is unfaithful commit murder?” the answer is no. Therefore, the difference lies in the programmed instructions that people accept. If my mind has a program XE "program"  that says, “My wife is my property. If she betrays me or leaves me for somebody else, I will kill her,” then that is probably how I will react if I ever find that to be the case. Then, should my blood “boil” and my blood pressure rise if I learn my wife is an adulterer, it is not because there is something in my blood (magic sensors) detecting a wrongdoing. Instead, it is because my body is reacting to the programmed instructions (in my brain) I long ago accepted as “just” or “proper” behavior in such circumstances. For those men who have accepted a program that reads, “If my wife is unfaithful, I will get a divorce,” then chances are that is all they will do if the unfortunate happens.

Mobs are usually victims of wrong XE "Wrong"  and often evil XE "Evil"  emotions. When religion XE "religion"  is involved, watch out for the commission of major crimes in the name of God XE "God" . Is it moral XE "Moral"  to persecute, hurt or kill people just because they do not believe what you do? No, it is not. In other words, you allowed indoctrination to seep into your soul XE "Soul" . You heard and read the same religious XE "religious"  doctrine ever since you were born. Fear of punishment XE "punishment"  and of ostracism from the group XE "group"  made you obedient. You never questioned your religion’s teachings. You never wondered why there exist other religions and other people who believe differently. Nevertheless, you feel you have the moral right XE "Right"  to assemble, yell, scream, and incite to harm or actually hurt your fellow human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings"  just because your wrongful XE "wrongful"  emotion XE "emotion"  drives you to act that way. Well, feel again, and this time XE "Time"  with right emotion and superior programs in your head. Be a self-directed XE "self-directed"  person, not a puppet XE "Puppet"  of incompetent leaders XE "Leaders" . We are all children XE "children"  of the same God. Act like such.

Next is the value of Leadership. It consists of having the knowledge XE "knowledge"  and courage XE "courage"  to take positions and act in accordance with right XE "Right"  emotion XE "emotion" .

Q 6:
By taking positions and acting in accordance with right XE "Right"  emotion XE "emotion" , do you mean thinking, preaching, and doing what is just and right?

A 6:
Yes, I mean thinking, preaching, and doing what is just, right XE "Right" , and wise. Mind you, I am only talking about good XE "Good"  leadership XE "leadership"  here. Bad leadership in its mildest form can be ineffective without being harmful, the product of ignorance XE "ignorance"  or poor planning. In its strongest form, however, bad XE "Bad"  leadership drives people to accomplish insidious, sinister, evil XE "Evil"  goals. Obviously, for proligiously-minded people, that kind of leadership is not a value, it is an anti-value. They who do not have a sound philosophy XE "philosophy"  of justice XE "Justice" , morality XE "morality" , and reality cannot be good leaders XE "Leaders" , especially when the goal XE "Goal"  is the advancement or evolution XE "evolution"  of the human XE "human"  race XE "human race" .

Q 7:
Do not most religions have a sound philosophy XE "philosophy"  of justice XE "Justice" , morality XE "morality" , and reality?

A 7:
No, I do not think so. I believe they are all deficient in one way or another because there is not enough flexibility in those systems to make positive changes. This book XE "Book"  addresses in part that lack of flexibility. Today the dogmas are what they were centuries ago. That tells us these are not progressive enterprises. Their character XE "character"  is not like the water that flows freely from the skies to the mountains to the rivers to the oceans and back again rejuvenated. Their character is more like the water in stagnant swamps. When the goal XE "Goal"  is the advancement of the human XE "human"  race XE "human race" , they are not advancing. They are standing still. No religion XE "religion"  is searching for new XE "New"  knowledge XE "knowledge"  or revelations from God XE "God" . Instead of trying to unite humankind XE "humankind"  through the acquisition of new knowledge, they still hang on to all those old XE "Old"  beliefs XE "beliefs"  that keep the race XE "the race"  divided. Declared or undeclared, out in the open or underground, the fight XE "Fight"  for supremacy is still on.

Q 8:
Can you not find good XE "Good"  leaders XE "Leaders"  in most religions, charismatic individuals who are able to motivate the masses with their preaching?

A 8:
Yes, you can, but many of them are only good XE "Good"  in that they follow their respective doctrines to the letter. In other words, they are first followers who then become leaders XE "Leaders"  in order to teach other people to become followers. They are not first-hand leaders who teach other people how to become leaders themselves.

Q 9:
Is there something wrong XE "Wrong"  with being a follower?

A 9:
There is nothing wrong XE "Wrong"  with being a follower, if and only if one does not follow blindly. Follow ideas XE "Ideas"  rather than people. If something makes sense, then follow that idea XE "Idea" . If a person in a position of authority over you is making a good XE "Good"  proposition, then support it. If he or she is making a bad XE "Bad"  one, then question it. While I am not an advocate of becoming a troublemaker who disrupts systems by questioning everything, I am a believer in stepping forward in those times when someone must.

Q 10:
Are you implying that many religious XE "religious"  leaders XE "Leaders"  are blind followers? Is it not possible that they examined, approved, and accepted the teachings of their respective religions before they became followers? Why can you not remain silent and respect their choices?
A 10:
To answer your first and second questions, yes I grant you the possibility that some religious XE "religious"  leaders XE "Leaders"  examined or questioned the teachings of their holy XE "Holy"  book XE "Book"  before becoming followers. If that is the case, then I question their judgment and / or their intellectual honesty XE "honesty" . Why have they not found the flaws that I have found? If they have, why do they remain silent instead of bringing those issues to the fore?

To answer your third question, I cannot remain silent and “respect” their choices for two reasons. First, some of what they believe goes against what I believe to be the truth XE "Truth" . Legally, they have a right XE "Right"  to their opinion as I do to mine, but morally they do not if my assessment of the truth is correct. Second, the survival XE "survival"  of our race is at stake. I could remain silent in order to be diplomatic, observe protocol, and not hurt anybody’s feelings; but then I would become an accomplice, a co-conspirator in what could one day result in a terminal global holocaust. I rather die in peace XE "Peace"  with my conscience XE "conscience" , having done what I consider my duty to God XE "God"  and my race. We need to bring everything out in the open before those old XE "Old"  underground currents that keep us divided erode the ground we walk on and there is a complete collapse, an implosion of the Earth XE "Earth" .
Q 11:
The last value of the third group XE "group"  is Courage. What are your comments on that ideal?

A 11:
What good XE "Good"  is love XE "Love"  if I do not have the courage XE "courage"  to protect XE "Protect"  those whom I love? What good is knowledge XE "knowledge"  if I do not have the courage to bring it to fruition? What good am I when courage eludes me? Am I still human XE "human" ? Yes, I am still human, but not at my best, not at my highest. Instead, I become a repository of guilt XE "Guilt"  and shame.
Courage is a hard principle to follow because acting in accordance with right XE "Right"  emotion XE "emotion"  involves risk. Whenever you go against the grain, against tradition XE "tradition" , against the establishment, against the majority, against a powerful minority or individual, or against any other kind of deep-rooted opposition, you stand to lose a number of things beginning with your anonymity or privacy and ending with your life XE "Life" . Some people may like you, but others will hate XE "Hate"  you. Of those that hate you, some may be indoctrinated or irrational enough to destroy life and property in order to silence you.

Q 12:
 What do you have to say to those hateful or evil XE "Evil"  enough to commit such crimes?

A 12:
What is the source XE "Source"  of your hate XE "Hate" ? Are you frustrated because you cannot fight XE "Fight"  those good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea" s XE "good ideas" 

 XE "Ideas"  now resting for consideration out in the open? Then, if you cannot fight them, it is because the truth XE "Truth"  is not with you. If so, you are welcome to join those of us who are seekers of the truth. If you decline that invitation, however, then I would suggest you mind only those matters you can handle ethically and adequately. Do not make the mistake of harming those who dwell in the House XE "House"  of the Lord XE "the Lord" 

 XE "Lord" . Your reward may be greater than you can imagine.
Q 13:
I believe we are now ready to tackle the last group XE "group"  of values XE "Values" . What principles XE "principles"  are included in that group?

A 13:
The fourth group XE "group"  includes the values XE "Values"  or ideals XE "ideals"  of Peace and Love XE "Love" , Honesty XE "Honesty" , and Humility XE "Humility" .

Q 14:
Do you treat Peace and Love XE "Love"  as one value?

A 14:
Yes, I do. They may mean different things, but they go well together XE "together" . A person who loves others is a person who wants to be at peace XE "Peace"  with others.

Q 15:
If you are a man of Peace and Love XE "Love" , why do you argue so much? Why do you fight XE "Fight"  against what other people believe? Do you not want to be at peace XE "Peace"  with others?

A 15:
Yes, I do, but in order for me to be at peace XE "Peace"  with others, most of humankind XE "humankind"  must first be at peace with each other. In other words, I first have to do my part in trying to eliminate those conditions that cause XE "cause"  division and warfare in the world XE "World" . It may seem contradictory, but I must first become a fighter in order to help the peace process XE "Process" ; and I fight XE "Fight"  for the truth XE "Truth" , the only thing that can bring the good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  of the world together XE "together" . With any luck, they will be rational XE "rational"  and flexible enough to see the light XE "the light" 

 XE "Light" , and to offer counterarguments in those cases when they do not. Since nobody is perfect XE "Perfect" , I for one am open to correct whatever mistakes my philosophy XE "philosophy"  embraces. Just provide the proper argument XE "argument" ation.

By the way, the Chart XE "the Chart" 

 XE "Chart"  of Six XE "the Chart of Six" 

 XE "Chart of Six"  shows the entries “the Peacemaker,” and “Peace Officers” as falling under number 666, together XE "together"  with “God XE "God" , the Devil XE "the Devil" ,” or “the God XE "the God" -Devil XE "Devil" .” Just thought I should mention it.

If Peace and Love XE "Love"  ever reigns over the world XE "World" , for most people life XE "Life"  will be much better than what it is today. We could accomplish so much, building rather than destroying, working together XE "together"  rather than fighting one another. We can do it. Let us put our minds XE "Minds"  to it.

Q 16:
Next is Honesty XE "Honesty" . How important is this value for a proligious XE "proligious"  person?

A 16:
Honesty XE "Honesty"  is a very important principle because it ties directly with truth XE "Truth"  and it is the foundation of trust.

The worst thing a person can do in this regards is to be dishonest with ertself. If one accepts rationalizations or other methods that lead to self-deceit, the soul XE "Soul"  is lost. To play mind games in order to hide from the truth XE "Truth"  only makes things worse. Deep down, your subconscious knows what you are doing. Then, if you cannot trust yourself, why should you expect others to trust you? Eventually, people will see what kind of person you are and look for better company, that is, unless they are charlatans like you.
To a certain extent, to give out misinformation because one is ignorant is forgivable. I say “to a certain extent,” because we are responsible for whatever we think we know and for what we relay to others as true XE "True" . However, to become a dishonest person, to become a liar, to give out misinformation on purpose XE "purpose"  is to chip away at the foundations of society. Think of the time XE "Time" , energy XE "energy" , and resources spent to correct the effects of false information, not to speak of the loss of life XE "Life"  in some cases.

If the world XE "World"  is ever to be at peace XE "Peace" , every significant nation will have to be an honest XE "honest"  nation. In the case of government XE "government" s, honesty XE "honesty"  translates into openness and transparency. We cannot afford to legitimize those nations that violate human XE "human"  rights XE "human rights" 

 XE "Rights"  and use force and repressive tactics to keep their people subjugated, much less than free. Do not come to me with your “internal affairs” song, a favorite number in communist and totalitarian countries. That is only your excuse, your subterfuge to hide your evil XE "Evil"  deeds, your feeble attempt to give your lack of honesty an air of decency. It has the same effect as spraying perfume on manure. Come clean and breathe the air of democracy. It may not be pollution-free, but it is the system with the best chance of filtering out most impurities.

Q 17:
The final value in your list of twelve is Humility XE "Humility" , the quality or condition of being humble XE "humble" . Judging from certain statements in this book XE "Book" , you are not meek or modest, very often not deferentially respectful. What is your response?

A 17:
I cannot do justice XE "Justice"  to Humility XE "Humility"  by acting humbly before those who are dishonest and arrogant. Humility is not a positive value unless displayed before those who are worthy. Therefore, I must act as I must act in unlike circumstances.

For the record, I humble XE "humble"  myself before Truth XE "Truth" , I humble myself before the good XE "Good"  God XE "God" , I humble myself before the good values XE "Values" , and I humble myself before all good souls XE "Souls"  past XE "Past"  and present. If any of that is not true XE "True"  in my heart, may the good God judge XE "Judge"  me as Ert XE "Ert"  sees fit.
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