ERCIAN TESTAMENT

ETH-COM----FOURTEENTH SESSION: The Number 444, the Key

21.    ETH-COM----FOURTEENTH SESSION
“The Number 444, the Key”

QUESTION 1:
Have there been any other “444” sightings XE "sightings" ?

ANSWER 1:

During the week of September 9, 1985 there were two more “444” sightings XE "sightings" . I do not remember the exact dates, but on two afternoons, I “saw” the 4:44 p.m. time XE "Time" , once on my bedroom clock, and once on the microwave oven clock in the kitchen.

Obviously, I was not sitting by those clocks, watching them, waiting for the 4:44 time XE "Time"  to show so that I could “see” it. What was and continues to be significant about these kinds of encounters XE "encounters"  is that they usually happen when I am preoccupied with other things. For example, in these two instances, one time I was making coffee, and the other time I was preparing to go out when I looked at the clock, and there it showed: 4:44.

In those days, I did not follow a rigid schedule. Some days, I used to make coffee right XE "Right"  after getting home from work, and other days I would do it later. As far as leaving the house XE "house"  after coming home from work, I did not have any preferred times of departure. Most days, I did not go out at all. Therefore, these two sightings XE "sightings"  could not have been the result of a daily pattern that I was following.

On another day that September, I went to the utility room looking for a package of lawn plastic bags. I had purchased them at K-Mart in early 1985. Because at the time XE "Time"  my father XE "father" -in-law XE "Law"  was mowing the lawn for us, I personally had had no need to use any of these bags. On this day, however, we ran out of kitchen garbage bags and I remembered about the ones in the utility room. I went there to get one. When I picked up the box, the price tag on it was facing me and the price I had paid was “$4.44.”

In the years since then, occasionally there have been other “444” sightings XE "sightings"  of similar nature XE "Nature" , at work, on clocks, on the odometer of my cars, on bills, on bank or credit card statements, on purchases including a couple of times where the few items I bought at a store or supermarket totaled $4.44, and God XE "God"  knows where else. I cannot remember all the incidents.

The time XE "Time"  came when I stopped recording these kinds of events XE "events" , because they could be natural XE "Natural"  as opposed to supernatural coincidences. Let me explain this. Critics may say, and they are right XE "Right" , that since numbers are part of everyday life XE "Life"  once my mind perceived the “444” number to be special, then I would pick those instances as hits or sightings XE "sightings"  while ignoring the majority of misses or times when the “444” number was absent from a figure. Therefore, if some of my hits were true XE "True"  supernaturally produced coincidences, only God XE "God"  knows that. I do not.

There were occasions, however, when I did record my “444” experiences. They were special in some way. In some instances, other people could verify at least some aspect of the sighting XE "sighting" .

What follows is a chronological account of those events XE "events" .

March 2, 1986
On this day I bought a pair of shoes at Burdine’s, in the Dadeland Shopping Center in Miami. Later I noticed the associate (employee) number of the person who took care of me. The sales ticket showed associate number 907444.

March 18, 1986
This is the date on J.C. Penney’s Invoice number M122-20261 for $87.05. I had ordered a “Statue of Liberty” watch through the mail. The promotion piece said it was a limited edition collection, with each watch bearing an individual number.

I ordered it because I honor “Lady Liberty” and because I was hoping the watch would come back with the number 444 engraved on it. As soon as I got the package in the mail, I opened it to see what the number was. To my disappointment, the engraving read “7106 C.”


Logically speaking, I had no reason XE "Reason"  to be upset. I knew the odds were millions to one for the engraved number to be 444, but for some reason not seeing it on that watch bothered me; so I started thinking and came up with the idea XE "Idea"  of dividing the 7106 number by four, and this was the result: 7106 / 4 = 1776 with two fourths as a remainder.


You can accuse me of tinkering with the engraving “7106 C” trying to find the “444” and I plead guilty XE "guilty" , but some kind of sense or intuition goaded me to do so. By dividing the randomly chosen engraved number by four, I had gotten a number that stands as the year of independence of the United States of America. Did that mean that the Source XE "Source"  of my Sign had something to do with the independence of the country whose motto is “In God XE "God"  We Trust?”


Maybe not, I thought. Maybe the result of my division was just a coincidence; but then I decided to carry out another division. I divided 1776 by four. Could the answer be 444? You bet. Therefore, I do believe the Source XE "Source"  of my Sign had something to do with the foundation of this great country, the country that has become the melting pot for people of all ethnic backgrounds and religious XE "religious"  beliefs XE "beliefs" . Proligion XE "Proligion"  started here, quietly, subconsciously, many years before I was born, many years before the need to bring about the union of all the good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  in the world XE "World"  became so pressing.


Some other things reinforce this particular “sighting XE "sighting" .” First, the address of the Video Connection, the store where I rented the “0444” tape “Damien Omen II” included the “1776” number. It was 11776 SW 88 Street.

Second, years later I started working with what I call “entries” in a chart XE "Chart"  that gives a numerical value to each letter of the alphabet. I will explain this later in full detail. Anyway, the entry “The U.S.A.” turned out to have a numerical value of “444.”

Finally, also years later, thinking about my religion XE "religion" , I applied the chart XE "Chart"  to the entry “I am Ercian XE "Ercian" ,” and it came out to be “438.” This is the number right XE "Right"  before “444” in the chart. It is the number for the entry “Joseph,” and it is the number for the entries “union,” “United,” “Kingdom XE "Kingdom" ,” and “Crown.” It is also the number for the entry “Goddess” or “goddess,” which among various possible interpretations one could be a reference to Lady Liberty. Furthermore, while contemplating the entry “I am Ercian,” I realized that a rearrangement of those same letters produces the entry “I, American.”

Good Friday, March 28, 1986

I was working at my job in the Accounting Department. In addition to our regular stations and branches, small contract stations in certain businesses XE "businesses"  also provide postal services. On this Good Friday, reflecting the business XE "business"  of Thursday March 27, I received some “unusual” figures from three of our contract stations: Station #148 reported $4444.00 in business, Station #149 reported $944.00 (By the way, I was born in 1944, October ten to be exact, four months and four days after D-Day, the Allied Invasion of Normandy. Sorry, just thought I mention it), and Station #157 reported $1,444.00. I guess one could say there was nothing extraordinary about that, but it put me in a “444” frame of mind.


That night, I was watching the 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. network news (I think from the New York headquarters) on Miami’s Channel 7 at the time XE "Time" . The channels have changed, so I am referring here to our old XE "Old"  Channel 7. I did not make a note of the network, whether it was ABC, CBS, or NBC, and I do not care to research XE "research"  that fact right XE "Right"  now. You can do it if you wish.


In any event, you know how the background of the set sometimes changes when the anchorperson goes from one particular news item to the next. Well, there was a change XE "change"  of story and the new XE "New"  background showed a big “444” behind and above the anchorperson. The news story was about Father XE "Father"  Lawrence Martin Jenco who had been kidnapped somewhere in the Middle East back in January 8, 1985. The reporter said, “Today (Good Friday) marks exactly 444 days from the beginning of Father Jenco’s captivity.”

Having this number in the news on Good Friday was to me a sign from Jesus XE "Jesus"  or from the House XE "House"  of Jesus and all good XE "Good"  souls XE "Souls" , where I believe God XE "God"  dwells. Of course, that is something I believe, not something I know.


I also noticed that the father XE "father" ’s initials are “L.M.J.,” while the initials of the shortened name I used while in Cuba and during my first fourteen years in the U.S.A. are “J.L.M.”
In case you are wondering how the initials “J.L.M.” come from the name “Joseph Marchante,” let me give you a full rundown of the names that people know me by, a full account of my names.

My birth certificate shows the name “José Luis Francisco Marchante y Rey,” formally known as “José Luis Marchante Rey” and casually known as “José Luis Marchante” during my school XE "School"  years. Except for my brother XE "brother"  and sister XE "Sister"  who call me “Joey,” my other relatives call me “José Luis,” my compound first name or family XE "family"  name. They never call me “Joseph.” The only people that use either “Joseph,” “Joe,” “José” or “Joseíto” are friends XE "friends"  and acquaintances at work or in other places.

My middle name “Francisco” I have never ever used. It was given to me I guess in honor of my grandmother on my father XE "father" ’s side whose name was “Francisca.” The reason XE "Reason"  I never used “Francisco” is that it made my full name too long. One day I applied the chart XE "Chart"  to the entry “Francisca,” and the number turned out to be “444.”
May 8, 1986
A story in the Miami Herald “Big Quake triggers sea waves” tells about an earthquake that shook the Aleutian Islands of Alaska on May 7 and about Hawaii going on alert for a tidal wave. The article went on to report that the U.S. Geological Survey said the first tremor measured 4.4 on the Richter scale and hit at 4:44 p.m. EDT.

July 28, 1986
On this day, I went by The Video Connection to rent a movie. For the first time XE "Time"  I explained to one of the owners and to Andres (a clerk) that I had made my “video connection” through their store. I briefly summarized my experience with the “0444” inventory numbered “Damien Omen II” tape.

As I was telling them the story, the owner used the computer XE "computer"  to see what movie title the tape with inventory number “1444” had. The title was “The End.” I did not rent it. If I am not mistaken, I believe it is a comedy with Dom De Luise as one of the actors.

August 19, 1986
I read a story on the Miami Herald with the headline “Repair woes double cancellations,” about Eastern Airlines flights being cancelled. The story began, “Eastern Airlines Flight 444, Miami to London, was cancelled last Wednesday…”
October 10, 1986
It was my 42nd birthday, and there were three separate “444” experiences. I cannot be sure whether they were true XE "True"  “sightings XE "sightings" ” or just “coincidences.”
The first one happened when I was coming back from the Dadeland Shopping Mall. I had stopped for a red light XE "Light"  at 107th Avenue and Kendall Drive. As I was waiting for the light XE "the light"  to change XE "change" , I happened to glance at the odometer in my car. The last three numbers of the mileage ended in 444. Afterwards, I spotted a car in front of me with plates ending in 444.

The third and last sighting XE "sighting"  occurred in the afternoon as I was driving to The Video Connection. I had stopped at the stop sign on 132nd Avenue and SW 79th Street, by Winston Park Elementary School. At the time XE "Time" , they were doing construction work and modernizing the school XE "School" . As I held by the stop sign, giving the right XE "Right"  of way to a heavy construction vehicle, I watched it make a right turn from 79th Street unto 132nd Avenue. It was a “John Deere Co.” piece of machinery, and the markings on its side were “JD444.”

Finally, one last item that does not concern a “444” sighting XE "sighting"  but something that was going on in the world XE "World"  at about the time XE "Time"  of my birthday. President Reagan had arrived at Reykjavik, Iceland on October 9 to discuss peace XE "Peace"  with Russian leader XE "Leader"  Gorbachev. If I am not mistaken, the talks started on October 10 and went on for the weekend. As I heard later, these talks led to some progress XE "progress"  in their negotiations. That was good XE "Good" .

October 13, 1986
At 8:30 p.m. on this Monday, I started watching an episode of “Amazing Stories” on television. As the program XE "program"  began, the camera focused on a clock in the room of the boy who was the protagonist of the story. The time XE "Time"  on the clock was “4:44.”
I thought it was an “amazing story” that the “444 sign” would show up in an “Amazing Stories” program XE "program" . In this particular episode, the boy went to a movie theater in which the “fiction” that was happening on the screen became “reality.” Was something similar happening to me, I thought.
December 7, 1986

I learned that the Iran hostage crisis during President Jimmy Carter’s term in office had lasted 444 days.

Between 12/7/86 and 3/29/91

Different “sightings XE "sightings" ” occurred during this period, but if my memory XE "memory"  serves me right XE "Right" , they were nothing the public could confirm on their own. I was already convinced the number “444” was special. There was no need to “record” them.
Good Friday, March 29, 1991

There is a story in The Miami Herald with the following headline: “444 Iraqi dead XE "Dead"  buried by U.S., Pentagon says.” Apparently, this was the number of cadavers that American soldiers had officially buried, having kept records of the burial sites.


This was the second Good Friday (see “March 28, 1986) in which “444” was in the news. Both times, the stories involved events XE "events"  in the Middle East.

No good XE "Good"  person can be happy when learning news that people have died, especially when those people have lost their lives unnecessarily. It does not matter XE "Matter"  if they are Iraqis, Americans, or of any other nationality or religious XE "religious"  affiliation.

Unfortunately, evil XE "Evil"  leaders XE "Leaders"  bring death XE "death"  and destruction to the people they rule. When a namuh XE "Namuh"  is in charge of a country, the only ones who benefit are those who become namuh themselves, those who cater to the whims of these criminal despots. If a good XE "Good"  God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious"  exists, however, I believe they will all end up in a place especially reserved for their education XE "education" . Something about the right XE "Right"  use of power could be, I imagine, one of the first lessons.

April 1995

I recorded this event about a month after it happened, but by that time XE "Time" , I was not sure of the exact date or dates. That is why I am only giving you the month and the year.


This event really starts in 1986. Back then, I had rented an office for a few months (I think it was four months before my savings ran out) to try to get people acquainted with some of my ideas XE "Ideas" . This was the year after I had finished writing my first manuscript “The Eternal Testament and Station Earth XE "Station Earth" 

 XE "Earth" .” Anyway, my office was located at 14050 SW 84 Street Suite 202, Miami Florida 33183. I rented in that building because it was near home and less expensive than other places I had seen. The yearly rate was $8.50 a square foot.


One day in April 1995, I was sorting mail at the Sunset Branch, located at 7501 SW 117th Avenue. I had gotten a bid there as a distribution clerk. As I was working the mail, I came across a letter addressed to the “Campus Crusade for Christ,” located at the same address where my office was back in 1986. Something else in the address caught my eye right XE "Right"  away, but I will keep you in suspense for now as to what it was. Anyway, I went to the letter carrier in charge of that mail route and asked him if the organization “Campus Crusade for Christ” occupied Suite 202 (the particular office I had rented years before). He told me they occupied all of the office space XE "Space"  in the second floor including Suite 202.


What I am about to tell you now is the “eye-opener.” If I remember correctly, the Postal Service did not start the “Zip-plus-Four” campaign until sometime after 1986, because I do not remember using it in my address when I had the office. As you may know, the four digits that were added to the old XE "Old"  five digit zip code allows the Postal Service to improve the automation and routing of mail, because it identifies a unique delivery unit. Now guess the four-digit code assigned to the building where I had my office back in 1986, the four-digit code added to the “33183” I had used. The four-digit code for that building is “-4440.”

Out of all possible four-digit combinations for that delivery unit, the one assigned to it contains the sequence 444, the number sign I consider my connection to God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious" . Extremely weird and fantastic, do you not think so? I did and still do, on top of the fact that an organization crusading for “Christ” was using the office I had occupied.


The next day after I had questioned Roberto L. (the route’s letter carrier), I brought with me and showed him a newspaper page, page 21 from the West Kendall Gazette dated August 7, 1986, where my advertisement appeared inviting the public to a free seminar at the address I have mentioned.

Roberto had inquired about my “444” connection prior to this incident. He had asked what the “444” on my baseball cap meant. Yes, I had a few of them printed back then. I was gung-ho about the number. Anyway, I wanted to show Roberto I was not lying about having rented that office space XE "Space"  and, considering this 444 sighting XE "sighting" , especially about having experienced very unusual coincidences with that number.

With one exception because it happened recently, this is the last “sighting XE "sighting" ” I care to mention at this time XE "Time" . The recounting of some of my other encounters XE "encounters"  will not add much to what I have already exposed.

The one exception happened just a few days ago, on Sunday, March 20th, 2005, as my wife and I were watching an episode of detective Hercule Poirot entitled “The Lost Mine,” (produced in 1994) on the Biography Channel. At one point in the mystery XE "mystery"  drama, Poirot goes to his bank and asks the teller for his account balance. The clerk comes back and tells him he is 50 pounds overdrawn. Poirot is upset, ready to blow a fuse. He says to the teller, “That’s impossible. As a matter XE "Matter"  of principle, I always keep a balance of 444 pounds, 4 shillings, and 4 pence in my account.”
Poirot never explains why those amounts are “a matter XE "Matter"  of principle,” with him, but I am guilty XE "guilty"  of often drawing out $444.00 when I go to the bank for cash. As you know by now, I have my reasons for liking that number.

Getting back to the Poirot episode, two more things are odd or coincidental. First, the Biography channel ran that bank sequence twice. After the bank scene, there was a commercial break. When they came back from the break, something must have happened with the film because they did not follow sequentially. Instead, they showed about three or four minutes of program XE "program"  film we had already seen including the bank scene with the “444” mention.

My wife said to me, “This is really odd.” I just smiled and replied, “Poirot must be part of the 444 club.” Finally, there is the title of the episode: “The Lost Mine.” In the next chapter, you will learn about that chart XE "Chart"  I found. The numerical value of the entry “the Mine” turns out to be “444.”

Q 2:
Is that the sum of your total experience with the number “444,” the number you consider your connection to God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious" ?


A 2:
No, it is not. The rest of my story is even more interesting. If you are a person of strong faith in a good XE "Good"  God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious" , and if you are a fearless warrior against evil XE "Evil"  beings and forces, you should agree with me that the best is yet to come.

END OF ETH-COM----FOURTEENTH SESSION
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