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19.    ETH-COM----TWELFTH SESSION
“Peace among Religions”


QUESTION 1:
You have given us your arguments XE "arguments"  supporting the theory that the ultimate XE "ultimate" , highest and only past XE "Past" -eternal XE "past-eternal" 

 XE "eternal"  God XE "God" , whom you have named Erc XE "Erc" , is unconscious XE "unconscious" . If those arguments are valid, what is the value of this information for humankind XE "humankind" ?


ANSWER 1:

Knowing that the ultimate XE "ultimate"  God XE "God"  is not a conscious XE "conscious"  being has tremendous value, because no religion XE "religion"  could claim to have “The Word” of the God XE "the God"  of Gods XE "Gods" . Erc XE "Erc"  would be the God of Jehovah, or the God of Allah, or the God of Jesus XE "Jesus" , or the God of Ellael XE "Ellael"  in my case, or the God of whatever name anyone chooses to call a conscious God that may rule our universe XE "universe" .

I believe that peace XE "Peace"  among religions cannot come without knowledge XE "knowledge"  of Erc XE "Erc" , God XE "God" -Unconscious XE "God-Unconscious" . It cannot come without religious XE "religious"  leaders XE "Leaders"  becoming honest XE "honest"  and humble XE "humble" , that is, without them preaching that they have “The Truth XE "Truth" .” It cannot come without understanding XE "understanding"  and embracing the wisdom XE "Wisdom"  and goodness XE "goodness"  of proligion XE "proligion" , the idea XE "Idea"  that we should all work together XE "together"  to make Earth XE "Earth"  a better home, rather than fight XE "Fight"  and kill each other over the alleged Words of Gods XE "Gods"  we have never met.

One thing is certain. Each of us will die. Each of us will meet the Reality XE "Reality"  that is there. Each of us will know. In the meantime, let us behave as good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  of God XE "God"  should behave. We have so many things in common, like having to fight XE "Fight"  the forces of nature XE "Nature"  to survive. Why dedicate so much time XE "Time"  and energy XE "energy"  to death XE "death"  and destruction? It makes no sense.

Q 2:
There is still one problem. Even if religious XE "religious"  leaders XE "Leaders"  understand and accept that an unconscious XE "unconscious"  God XE "God"  is the God XE "the God"  of Gods XE "Gods" , they could still claim that they have the Word of God-Conscious XE "God-Conscious" , whether that entity goes by the name of Jehovah, Allah, Jesus XE "Jesus" , or some other name. How do you respond to that?

A 2:
First, I have to go back to that basic principle which says that beliefs XE "beliefs"  are not knowledge XE "knowledge" . People may claim God XE "God" -Conscious XE "God-Conscious"  inspired the writer or writers of their holy XE "Holy"  book XE "Book" , but there is no credible evidence to support such beliefs. If there were, everyone would probably belong to the religion XE "religion"  that was successful in making that connection.

Second, I say that human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings"  should aim to become morally and ethically self-sufficient. We have the power of reason XE "Reason" . Except for deciding what is right XE "Right"  and wrong XE "Wrong"  when faced with tough moral XE "Moral"  dilemmas, in most situations we have the capacity to determine what is good XE "Good"  or evil XE "Evil"  regardless of the source XE "Source"  of religious XE "religious"  advice. Moreover, as I have explained before, much like human beings but in a grander scale, a conscious XE "conscious"  God XE "God"  has the freedom XE "freedom"  to be and do good or evil. While we may hope and pray XE "Pray"  that a good and loving being watches over us, we have to guard against the other possibility.

If we want religion XE "religion"  to be a force for goodness XE "goodness"  in the world XE "World" , we have to become good XE "Good" , civilized XE "civilized" , rational XE "rational"  human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings" . That is the only way that in our prayers XE "Prayers"  we can earn the moral XE "Moral"  right XE "Right"  to ask our chosen conscious XE "conscious"  God XE "God"  to be a good God.

Violence in the name of God XE "God"  goes against the very nature XE "Nature"  or religion XE "religion" . We may use force to defend our interests for many good XE "Good"  reasons, but never by arrogantly assuming that we are acting in behalf of God or in the best interests of humankind XE "humankind"  in general. Religious interpretations that lead to fanaticism should meet the voice of disapproval of the masses as well as those of moderate religious XE "religious"  leaders XE "Leaders" . The latter must seize control of the masses. Otherwise, the human XE "human"  race XE "human race"  is doomed. Hell XE "Hell"  on Earth XE "Earth"  will be our future XE "future" .

Q 3:
Some of those so-called “fanatics XE "fanatics" ” may claim they are already living in a kind of hell XE "Hell"  because of bad XE "Bad"  government XE "government" s. As far as they are concerned, they are fighting evil XE "Evil"  powers. How do we fight XE "Fight"  unjust conditions so that all the good XE "Good"  people XE "good people"  of the world XE "World"  have a voice in their government and a decent standard of living?

A 3:
People of good XE "Good"  minds XE "Minds"  and wills are entitled to certain basic rights XE "Rights" , including respectful treatment to preserve and enhance their human XE "human"  dignity.

My heart is with anyone who is the victim of oppression, with anyone not given the opportunity to live in peace XE "Peace" , and with anyone not given the chance to learn and earn a decent living for ertself and ert XE "Ert"  family XE "family" , but there are no easy or fast solutions XE "solutions"  to the problem of bad XE "Bad"  government XE "government" s. That is the truth XE "Truth" .

Democracy is the system that best represents the will of the governed. Therefore, work for democracy and against tyranny, socialist or otherwise.

I know one thing. Inasmuch as it is humanly possible, we must not shed the blood of the innocent XE "innocent"  regardless of the cause XE "cause" . In addition, regarding social justice XE "Justice" , we cannot allow ourselves to see the problem of the poor and downtrodden as their problem. I must see it as my problem. If you are a good XE "Good"  and moral XE "Moral"  person, you should see it as your problem. It is the least we can do, to raise our voices in support of those who need our help. Perhaps, if the good leaders XE "Leaders"  and people of the world XE "World"  unite, our problem will become less and less of a problem until it is no more.

I pray XE "Pray"  that the proligious XE "proligious"  spirit XE "Spirit"  fill the hearts of the faithful everywhere, so that together XE "together"  we may fight XE "Fight"  and defeat the malevolent forces of this world XE "World" . That kind of an enterprise would make a good XE "Good"  God XE "God"  happy, I am willing to declare.
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