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ETH-COM----NINTH SESSION: Man-God Relationships

16.    ETH-COM----NINTH SESSION
“Man-God XE "God"  Relationships”


QUESTION 1:
Where do we go from here?


ANSWER 1

I would like to present what I consider to be compelling logical proofs that ERC—The Infinite XE "Infinite"  Source XE "Source"  and Ultimate XE "Ultimate"  God XE "God" —is not a conscious XE "conscious"  supreme XE "supreme"  being, one that possesses a mind.


Unless refuted successfully by other thinkers, these logical proofs establish the nonexistence of “The Word of the Ultimate XE "Ultimate"  God XE "God" .” If I am correct, those who believe in the Torah XE "Torah" , the Bible XE "Bible" , the Koran XE "Koran" , or any other religious XE "religious"  book XE "Book"  because they think those books XE "books"  reveal “The Will XE "Will"  of the Ultimate God,” are mistaken.


Not only are they worshipping a false ultimate XE "ultimate"  or supreme XE "supreme"  God XE "God" , but they are also following prescribed dogmas and standards of moral XE "Moral"  conduct that did not come from Erc XE "Erc" . Some of the commanded norms found in religious XE "religious"  books XE "books"  are good XE "Good"  and wise—and we should follow them. Others are bad XE "Bad"  and unwise. In the least damaging of cases, those norms restrict individual freedom XE "freedom" . In the worst of cases, they have led blind followers to murder other human XE "human"  being XE "human being" s XE "human beings"  who think differently. Believing that a book XE "Book"  contains the Word of God brings division and strife to the world XE "World" .


Q 2:
If I read you correctly, you place emphasis on the word “Ultimate XE "Ultimate" ” or “Supreme XE "Supreme" ” when referring to Erc XE "Erc"  as God XE "God" , and you are stating that no religious XE "religious"  book XE "Book"  contains the word of that God. Do I assume correctly?


A 2:
Yes, you do. Let me answer in a way that leaves no room for misunderstandings, according to my Theology.


On one hand, there is Erc XE "Erc" , Infinite XE "Infinite"  and Eternal Ground of all being, the God XE "the God"  of Gods XE "Gods" , the ultimate XE "ultimate"  God XE "God" . On the other hand, there are a possible infinite XE "infinite"  number of universes XE "universes" , each with the potential to evolve XE "evolve"  a Universal Soul. If our universe XE "universe"  has a collective consciousness XE "consciousness"  or soul XE "Soul" , then we may refer to that Soul or Mind as our personal or living God or our Holy XE "Holy"  Self.


I believe our Universal Soul exists. Rather than call that God XE "God"  “Jehovah” or “Allah,” for example, I use the name “Ellael XE "Ellael" .” Furthermore, I neither assign an exclusively male persona to this probably complex entity nor narrowly attribute the “Words” of the Torah XE "Torah" , the New Testament, the Koran XE "Koran" , or any other “holy XE "Holy" ” book XE "Book"  to Ellael.

Since I have no way of knowing, I reserve judgment in alleging what was inspired or what was not inspired by Ellael XE "Ellael" . If I can conclude through logical and moral XE "Moral"  argument XE "argument" ation that a teaching, command, or story in a religious XE "religious"  book XE "Book"  lacks truth XE "Truth" , goodness XE "goodness" , or justice XE "Justice" , then I reject it and speak against it when necessary. It does not matter XE "Matter"  who inspired it or who wrote it. When that is not the case, then I think and act differently. In other words, when I see the light XE "the light" 

 XE "Light" , I follow it. It does not matter who inspired or wrote those words. If a bum off the streets has a good XE "Good"  idea XE "good idea" , I will not follow the bum and convert to his lifestyle, but I will follow the idea XE "Idea" .

If I happen to be wrong XE "Wrong"  in one or more of my assessments, then somebody will have to provide me with the analysis I need to understand how I erred. If somebody does, then I will change XE "change"  my position.

Summarizing, and answering your question more directly, my logical proofs do not refer to Ellael XE "Ellael"  (or Jehovah, or Allah, if you would like to use those names), but intend to show that Erc XE "Erc" , our Ultimate XE "Ultimate"  God XE "God" , never uttered a single statement that we may take as “The Word of God.”

Q 3:
You say Ellael XE "Ellael"  is the personal God XE "God"  of your faith. Why can you not assume that the Torah XE "Torah" , or the New Testament, or the Koran XE "Koran" , or some other holy XE "Holy"  book XE "Book"  is the inspired Word of that God?

A 3:
I cannot make that blanket assumption, because not everything that I have read in those books XE "books"  is true XE "True" , good XE "Good" , or just. Ellael XE "Ellael"  may have inspired some of those teachings, but not all. Of that, I am sure.

Besides, faith without knowledge XE "knowledge"  is very dangerous. Having lived in this world XE "World"  quite a few years, I know more about morality XE "morality"  than I know about Ellael XE "Ellael" . I have read about or seen good XE "Good"  and evil XE "Evil"  at work, but I have not met Ellael. Since the possibility exists that any Universal Soul or Mind, Collective Entity, or Holy XE "Holy"  Self can become evil tyrannical forces acting against the interests of good souls XE "Souls" , we have to be careful with that relationship.

If I believe Ellael XE "Ellael"  is a good XE "Good"  and loving entity, it is because I try to be a good and loving person in spite of the times I have failed. Do not consider me a role model, if you get my drift, but it is true XE "True"  that I try to become a better human XE "human"  being XE "human being"  and that I learn from my past XE "Past"  mistakes. At least, that is how I want my personal God XE "God"  to be, if not better, more loving, and more conscientious XE "conscientious"  than I am. By trying to live my life XE "Life"  with truth XE "Truth" , goodness XE "goodness" , and justice XE "Justice"  present in my mind, I hope to influence and reinforce the beneficent essence of Ellael, my Holy XE "Holy"  Self.

Have you heard the warning: “be careful what you wish for, because you may get it”? When I wish Ellael XE "Ellael"  to be “Almighty XE "Almighty" ” God XE "God"  Conscious, it is because I am counting on Ert XE "Ert"  to be a good XE "Good"  and loving entity. If Ellael could be or become evil XE "Evil" , then I do not wish Ert to be omnipotent, but to have some weakness or flaw that we can use to fight XE "Fight"  that force.
Supposing Ellael XE "Ellael"  is not a “person” but some kind of aggregate like our collective subconscious. What would happen if evil XE "Evil"  souls XE "Souls"  took over that shared throne by exerting their powers to a greater degree than good XE "Good"  souls do? We would be in big trouble, possibly for a very long time XE "Time" , would we not?

Therefore, I do not forget that ERC (who is my Ultimate XE "Ultimate"  God XE "God" ) silently granted me the freedom XE "freedom"  to make my own well-reasoned moral XE "Moral"  decisions, and the inalienable right XE "Right"  to oppose any evil XE "Evil"  force in Heaven XE "Heaven"  or on Earth XE "Earth" . Furthermore, if Ellael XE "Ellael"  were destined to become an evil force, then I am hoping the evolution XE "evolution"  of Erc XE "Erc"  did not allow omnipotence to be one of the attributes of that personal God. For these reasons, ERC, God-Unconscious XE "God-Unconscious" , is my last bastion of hope against any kind of oppression, especially one that could last forever. To Erc, I am eternally grateful.

Q 4:
When you say that no holy XE "Holy"  book XE "Book"  contains “The Word of Erc XE "Erc" ,” you are saying that omniscience, the power to be “all knowing,” is not one of the attributes of Erc. Is that right XE "Right" ?

A 4:
That is right XE "Right" . One of Erc XE "Erc" ’s attributes is omnipresence. Erc is omnipresent in the form of infinite XE "infinite"  space XE "Space" , energies, and time XE "Time" . Erc’s other attribute is omnipotence. Erc is omnipotent, not because Erc has a mind and the power to make all Ert XE "Ert"  wishes real, but because anything naturally and logically possible can come true XE "True"  as the result of the time-propelled evolution XE "evolution"  of secondary energies born from Erc.

Finally, there is omniscience, the one attribute that is NOT part of Erc XE "Erc" ’s nature XE "Nature" . I believe that the logical arguments XE "arguments"  I will present shortly prove that beyond any reasonable doubt. My train of thought is as follows: God XE "God"  is spatially infinite XE "infinite" . All mind systems are spatially finite. Ergo, God cannot be a mind system.

The keys to understanding XE "understanding"  why Erc XE "Erc"  (the ultimate XE "ultimate"  God XE "God" ) cannot be a “Mind” or “Consciousness” (with or without the power of omniscience), lies in understanding the logical constraints that the concepts XE "concepts"  of mind, eternal XE "eternal"  time XE "Time" , infinite XE "infinite"  space XE "Space" , and primordial energy XE "primordial energy" 

 XE "energy"  impose on God, our physical Reality XE "Reality" .

Q 5:
What is the concept XE "concept"  of “mind” to you?

A 5:
This is my understanding XE "understanding" . A conscious XE "conscious"  creator does not necessarily have to have a “brain” like humans XE "humans"  do, but she or he must have a mind. There can be no “consciousness XE "consciousness" ” without the existence XE "existence"  of a highly integrated system able to receive, store, process XE "Process" , and forward data or information of sufficient quantity and quality.

Without the ability to receive data, there can be no awareness of internal or external environments. Without the ability to store data, there can be no memory XE "memory"  or accumulation of experiences. Without the ability to process XE "Process"  data, there can be no thinking or reasoning. Finally; without the ability to send or forward data, there can be no action of the body or interaction with outer environments.

Furthermore, just because a system contains these functions, it does not mean that we should call it a mind system. To earn that name, it must possess a high degree of sophistication to handle the quantity and quality of information and processing skills associated with self-consciousness XE "self-consciousness" 

 XE "consciousness" . We have built computers that are highly integrated systems, but none sufficiently sophisticated to become a self-conscious XE "conscious"  system.

In addition, all minds XE "Minds"  are, indispensably, evolutionary systems that follow laws XE "Laws"  of causality XE "laws of causality" . All minds must unavoidably have a birth or beginning. Minds do not necessarily have to have an end, but they need a beginning in time XE "Time" , so that the personality XE "personality"  produced by each mind can start to develop from this “ground zero XE "ground zero" ” or “clean” slate.

A mind’s first set of experiences creates the foundation for the evolving personality XE "personality" , the first links in a chain XE "chain"  of mental constructs made up of cause XE "cause"  and effect XE "cause and effect"  relations.

Learning advances as events XE "events"  become stored in memory XE "memory" , and as the mind XE "the mind"  begins to process XE "Process"  the meaning of those experiences. The mind evaluates new XE "New"  situations in terms of past XE "Past"  memories, and makes decisions regarding present or future XE "future"  courses of action. This thinking mechanism continues to operate throughout the life XE "Life"  of the individual, making it necessary for the mind to exist in a state of evolutionary change XE "change" .

Q 6:
Are we ready now for the logical proofs that Erc XE "Erc" , the ultimate XE "ultimate"  God XE "God" , is not a conscious XE "conscious"  creator or mind system?

A 6:
I believe we are, but I would like to treat them in the following session.

END OF ETH-COM----NINTH SESSION
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