WHY EDUCATION FAILS IN SOME PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Recently, Rudy Crew, the Superintendent of Public Schools in Miami-Dade County and Miami’s Mayor Manny Diaz agreed to increase the level of cooperation between their offices and to implement programs geared to improve the education of our youngsters. In particular, Mr. Crew would like to see marked improvement in the scores of so-called “Zone Schools,” those that have received D or F grades in previous years.

Sadly, I venture to say, all of these efforts will fail unless the School Board institutes a strong disciplinary system to correct and rehabilitate “troublemakers” in the classroom. Lack of discipline and respect for teachers is a big problem in zone schools. Rather than being educators, teachers become baby sitters trying to keep order in the classroom.

Some of these children are nothing but thugs, juvenile delinquents that have been “infested” by the antisocial viruses street culture propagates. They want to be “cool,” they want to be “dangerous,” they want to do “damage:” that is the kind of image sought for in the streets.

To counteract the negative influences of criminal elements, one would think the parents of these children would come to the rescue, but the response is feeble. Some of the parents are “too busy” to dedicate enough time to the proper upbringing of their kids. Other parents simply do not care. Only a minority of adults carry out their parental duties with the necessary effort and dedication.
Finally, American society is to blame for the lack of discipline in schools. A good spanking in the rear end brought discipline to countless children in my time. It taught us to behave in civilized fashion. We learned quickly. Nowadays, parents are scared that “Social Services” will show up at their door if they as much as touch their children.
Obviously, there is a big difference between parental behavior that constitutes child abuse, and disciplinary “spanking.” Redness in the bottoms of young misfits is a good thing. Our federal, state, and local governments should change their laws and procedures to allow parents to do their job of raising children properly. Psychologists or sociologists who preach otherwise are wrong. The proof is in the pudding. Just remember what the classrooms of old used to be like, and compare that with the respect shown to teachers today.
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